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-¥ JHEREVER print is read the world over, there 

advertising finds its printed mission. A very 

useful mission it is, and because of that, the adver- 

tising columns of this paper have uses that the 
wise reader does not overlook. 

















Not as the World Gives 
John 14:27 


«WK JOT as the world gives” dost Thou give, O Master, 
Lord of my life and Saviour of my soul! 





For peace the world gives when the sea is smiling, 


But Thine comes when the stormy billows roll. 


“Not as the world gives,” when the sun is shining, 
And all of life is one glad, happy song, 

But Thy peace dwells in hearts that walk in darkness, 
When life is bitter and the way is Idhg. 


Thy blessed, wondrous peace, O Christ my Saviour, 
Steady it keeps our hearts in hours of pain; 

“Not as the world gives,”’ but as Thou dost measure, 
We look into Thy face and loss is gain ! 





To Glasgow! . 


(Written on board the steamer Marloch of the 
Canadian Pacific Ocean Service, and mailed by the 
pilot, this message comes to the Times family from 
Mr. Philip E. Howard, President of The Sunday 
School Times Company.) 

After a hearty welcome last evening in Montreal 
by the Religious Education Association of the Prov- 
ince of » in a reception at the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, about one hundred and sixty 
delegates to the World’s Sunday School Convention in 
Glasgow are sailing to-day, June 7, on the Marloch. 
Just as a new ship must find herself, so we delegates 
have been getting acquainted during the long, beauti- 
ful day on the St. Lawrance. Shortly after we passed 

uebec we ga in_the dining saloon, under the 

direction of the Rev. H. C. Priest of Toronto, who 

represents the World’s Sunday School Convention 

' Committee as our leader on the Marloch, and held a 
devotional service. “Jesus,- Saviour, pilot me,” was 

our first hymn, sung while the lights of Quebec were 

; Fomine dim astern and the darkness was around us. 
first hymn seemed to have been written especially 

for us. You of The Sunday School Times family, 

near and far, will be interested to know that four of 

the staff of the paper are on this ship,— Mrs. Mary 

Foster Bryner, Miss Laura Z. LeFevre (the office Cor- 

respondence Editor), Mr. H. Trumbull Howard (of 

the Times Book Department), and his father. Please 

pray that we may be of use on this convention jour- 

tmey, and that the convention itself may be wisely 
guided and abundantly fruitful in benefit to Sunday- 


. schools throughout the world. On the same day the 


Cameronia sailed from New York, with some four 
diundred and fifty delegates. The writer will, in a 
later issue, tell the story of the voyage of the Mar- 
loch, and will furnish to Times readers descriptive 
articles about the convention. 


> at 
Modernism’s Naive Invitation 
Modernists. have much to say about faith. They 
affirm that it is a beautiful, vital thing, and they 
“even say that their own faith has been strengthened 
‘by the discoveries of Modernism. Yet there is some- 
thing wrong with their position, and it is easily seen. 
A sixteen-year-old girl was making a report on cer- 
tain Bible classes to a Y. W. C. A. Board. She had 
been listening to the teaching of Modernism in the 
~classes, and this is how she summed the matter up: 
“What they [the Modernists] do is to disprove prac- 
tically everything in the Bible, and still want you to 
have faith.” “It can’t be done! Faith, to Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick and his hosts of fellow unbeliev- 
ers, is merely a subjective attitude, an optimistic 
something within one that makes one very hopeful, 
quite independent of any facts outside. That is not 
Christian faith at all. That is never what the Bible 
means by faith. Christian faith always has to do 
with objective facts. It accepts whatever God says 
has occurred. To deny God’s Word and invite one 
to keep on believing God is a naive invitation which 
noné but Modernists can give and receive. 
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The Wealth of Losing Everything 


Do you enjoy getting things? Naturally, yes. 
That is human nature. “What the world seeks is to 
increase its possessions,” writes the theologian Péta- 
vel, “He who has something seeks for something 
more in order to round out his possessions. This is 
what worldly policy counsels. But Jesus’ method is 
just the reverse. He addressed himself to poor men 
who had only their boats and their nets, and, as if 
even these wefe too’ much, he ordered them to aban- 
don them. But that was not all. They had now only 
their four limbs left, and the Saviour’s whole fear 


was lest, having these, they should still be too rich. 


So he said, ‘If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off.’ ” 
The wealth that comes through losing everything for 
Christ’s sake is a wealth that the world can never 
know. Paul knew ‘it, and. rejoiced in it, as he set 
down the inventory of what he had had and had 
“counted loss for Christ.” ‘Yea, verily,” he cried 
out, “and I count all things to be loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but refuse, that I may gain Christ.” Let us 
not be troubled if God, in his love and wisdom, has 
taken this or that possession from us. Why not give 
him everything before he takes away anything: then, 
whatever he may take is already his, and we shall re- 
joice in the loss, remembering that “every one that 
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life’ (Matt. 19: 29). 


at 
The Priest With the Knife 


Have we realized our Lord’s ascension ministry? It 
may help, to think into the heart of a passage in the 
book of Hebrews (4: 12): “The word of God is living, 
and active [energetically efficacious], and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the divid- 
ing of soul and spirit.” As the Old Testament priest, 
knife in hand, divided, limb from limb, the sacrificial 
animal for the burnt offering, 86. our great High 
Priest in the heavens (as this and following chapters 
show) is, by the Spirit, wielding the Word upon our 
surrendered beings, to separate soul and spirit. In- 
spiration is here evidently taking it for granted that 
the body has been fully yielded (Rom. 12:1), and 
that we are no longer slaves to the flesh (Gal. 5: 19- 
21). We justly condemn the Modernist for being 
swayed in criticism of the Bible by alleged. intel- 
lectuality, — “soul,” — but have we ourselves allowed 
the blessed Holy Spirit so to saturate our human spirit 
—the part of us that senses God and the things of 
God — with himself that we become “one spirit” with 
him? (1 Cor. 6:17.) While we are properly thanking 
God for deliverance from gross carnality, dare we say 
to the wonderful Priest up there in the glory, “We 
are on the altar, Lord. Thrust in the double-edged 
sword, and save us from pride, stubbornness, egotism 
—and everything self-ful’? 


Watchman, What of the Night? 


What is the answer concerning the Crisis in Christendom ? 


journed within the last few weeks. Leading 

evangelical Protestant denominations have held 
their national gatherings, have passed resolutions and 
taken actions; the whole professing Church of Christ 
has looked on, many have prayed, and on every side 
the question consciously or unconsciously is in the 
‘hearts of God’s people, “Watchman, what of the 
night?” It is a crisis hour in the history of the 
Church. God’s Word predicted that it would be. 
Men are fulfilling prophecy, whether they would or 
not. 

The crisis has been occasioned by the denial, by 
multitudes of professing Christians who wish to re- 
main within their respective denominations, of one 
or another doctrine, which means one or another part 
of the Word of God. With increasing distress of 
mind other multitudes of Christians, who believe every 
doctrine in the Word of God because they believe 
His whole Word, are asking what their duty is in 
this troubled and perplexing time. 

For the predicted apostasy, or denial of God’s rev- 
elations and teachings, is permeating every part of 
the professing Christian Church. It is sending out 
from many seminaries a continual stream of ministers 
who have been taught to doubt or deny the Word. It 
is sending to the foreign mission fields in every part 
of the globe professing ambassadors of the Cross who 
misrepresent the Written and the Living Word, offer- 
ing death instead of life to lost souls who might be 
saved. In the home lands the “Christian” literature 


Gi church assemblies have met and ad- 


often contains so much unbelief and denial that parents 
and Sunday-school workers and pastors fear to have 
them come into home and church. 

The Baptist Union of England and Wales this spring 
elected to its presidency Dr. T. R. Glover, whose posi- 
tion is evident from such statements as the following 
in his written publications: 


Christianity, according to some people, is believing about 
Jonah and the whale, and the axe that floated, and so on; 
an endorsement of every misconception that the Hebrews 
ever form 

[As to cause and effects on the Day of Pentecost]: No 
one, with any ordinary medical training and a straight- 
forward mind, would to-day attribute “speaking with 
tongues” to the operation of the Holy Ghost. 

When I find Pericles as an acute pre-Christian observer 
of society, . . . confirming what Christ says, I am surer 
of the truth of it. 

Religion must depend upon something more verifiable 
than records attributed to Moses, or even (I will add) de- 
tached sayings attributed to Jesus. 


The Northern Baptists of America have had abun- 
dant reason to be gravely troubled about the teachings 
of many of their foreign missionaries, and it is a rea- 
son for encouragement that the Northern Baptist 
Convention last month voted, though by a very small 
margin, that a commission investigate their Foreign 
Missions Society. 

The Northern Methodist Episcopal denomination, 
while sadly injured by Modernist teachings and leaders, 
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took commendably high ground at its General Con- 
ference last month when—again by a very close 
margin — it voted “to retain the existing restriction 
which recognizes adultery as the only justifiable cause 
for divorce and permits a pastor to remarry only those 
divorced persons who are the innocent parties.” This 


is the only teaching of the New Testament on this’ 


matter, which the Church ignores at its peril. 

The impressive Court of Bishops of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church which tried Bishop William Mont- 
gomery Brown of Arkansas, last month, brought in a 
unanimous verdict of heresy, for_which all Christians 
may well be grateful. Bishop Brown had said: 


The tap root of the tree of my heresy is naturalism — 
the naturalistic contention that man has within himself 
all the potentialities necessary to the making of the most 
of his ‘life. . : 

In this way I still hold to the Gods of the Old and New 
Testaments, but I empty them of their Mosaism and Paul- 
inism and refill them with Darwinism and Marxism. . . 

Speaking especially of Christendom, the greatest and most 
salutary among these imminent and inevitable changes 
will be the transfer of religion from its old basis of be- 
lief in a conscious, personal Father-Son-Spirit fiction, God, 

. to a new basis of a knowledge of an unconscious, im- 
personal matter-force-motion reality, nature. ... 

If belief in a conscious, personal God who created the 
world out of nothing and sustains and governs it is neces- 
sary to theism, I am an atheist. . 


The General Assembly of the (Northern) Presby- 
terians was another of these great typical gatherings 
of Christian people. Some of its outstanding actions 
were brought together in last week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times, by the Rev. A. Gordon Mac- 
Lennan, and it is worth while to consider them more 
fully because this denomination is typical of so many 
others and of the situation also in many a local church. 


The Crucial Case of Dr. Fosdick 


The most spectacular, and in some respects the most 
crucial, matter before this General Assembly was the 
case of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick and his occupancy 
of the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of New 
York City. Last year the General Assembly rejoiced 
the hearts of true Christians by a mandate which . 


. .. expresses its profound sorrow that doctrines contrary 
to the standards of the Presbyterian Church, proclaimed 
in said pulpit, have been the cause of controversy and di- 
vision in our Church, and therefore would direct the Presby- 
tery of New York to take such action ... as will require 
the teaching and: preaching in the First Presbyterian Church 
of New York to conform to the system of doctrines taught 
in the Confession of Faith. 


As a part of the same mandate that General Assem- 
bly reiterated the now famous Five Essentials: 


1. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and our © 


standards that the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide, and 
move the writers of Holy Scripture as to keep them from 
error. ‘ 

a It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and 
our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ was born of 
the Virgin Mary. 

3. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and our 
standards that Christ offered up himself as a sacrifice to 
satisfy Divine justice and to reconcile us to God 

4. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and of 
our standards concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, that on the 
third day he arose again from the dead with the same 
body with which he suffered, and with which also he as- 
cended into heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand 
of his Father, making intercession. 

5. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God as the 
supreme standard of our faith that our Lord Jesus showed 
his power and love by working mighty miracles. This 
working was not contrary to nature, but superior to it. 


Dr. Fosdick’s voluminous published writings have 
repeatedly shown, beyond all doubt, that he either 
openly denies, or is agnostic concerning, each of those 
five essential doctrines. He could not possibly accept 
any of them without such “interpretation” and “re- 
statement” as emasculate them of their Scriptural 
content. 

And yet the Session of the New York church, and 
the New York Presbytery, replied to the General As- 
sembly this year with a report that must sadden true 
believers. It says, for example; of the issues involved, 
that “Christian men of like integrity and faithfulness 
may rightly claim the privilege to differ.” It ex- 
presses regret that Dr, Fosdick has been “misinter- 
preted” and “misunderstood.” ‘It permits Dr. Fosdick 
to say, in his own letter included in the report, that 
he is only preaching “in the freedom with which 
Christ set us free.” It says that criticism of Dr. 
Fosdick “contains the seeds of a subtle injustice.” And 
finally, it declares that “the doctrines of grace cen- 
tering in our Lord Jesus Christ are being proclaimed 
in the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church (Dr. 
Fosdick’s pulpit).” 

It is to be noted that this report to the General 
Assembly, by the New York Presbytery, assumes to do 
what it was not asked to do, —it passes upon the sub- 
stance and character of Dr. Fosdick’s past preaching. 
The General Assembly settled that, last year, when it 
stated that his preaching contained “doctrines con- 
trary to the standards of the Presbyterian church.” 
That question, therefore, was not an open one, either 
officially in the Northern Presbyterian Church, or 
actually in the minds of intelligent and honest Chris- 
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tians. What the General Assembly last year decided 
was that the preaching in the New York church must 
conform to sound doctrine; and what sound doctrine 
includes was stated in the Five Essentials. But this 
year the General Assembly fell sadly short of its 
action of last year, as it dealt with the New York 
report. It said things that it never should have said. 
It took an action that does not clarify but beclouds 
the whole situation in the whole Church of Christ. 

Thus the Assembly “desires to say that in its judg- 
ment the action of the Committee of Presbytery and 
the Presbytery itself was taken in all good faith.” A 
comparison of that action with the Assembly’s mandate 
of last year, and with Dr. Fosdick’s published utter- 
ances, shows that it was not “in all good faith.” 

The Assembly says, of Dr. Fosdick and his own 
letter included in the: New York report : ‘Unfortunately 
his statement is not as clear and unequivocal as in the 
judgment of the Commission it should have been.” But 
there-was no further light asked for or needed on Dr. 
Fosdick’s position: that is clearly and unequivocally 
before the whole world in his published messages. 

The Assembly then said—and this is an amazing 
statement in view of its unequivocal decision of last 
year: “We do not mean that the First Presbyterian 
Church of New York must of necessity be deprived 
of the services of Dr. Fosdick, which they so much 
desire.” And it goes on to say that if he .will become 
a Presbyterian, accepting the doctrinal standards of 
this Church as contained in its Confession of Faith, 
“there would be no difficulty in receiving him. If he 
cannot, he ought not to continue to occupy a Presby- 
terian pulpit.” 

_ It_is not strange that leading newspapers, and lead- 
ing Liberals, at once hailed this action of the General 
Assembly as a vindication of Dr. Fosdick and a tri- 
umph for Modernism. Said the New York Times: 


What: the General Assembly decided is that Dr. Fosdick 
is not heretical, but that he is in irregular position as a 
Baptist clergyman preaching in a Presbyterian Church. 
The suggestion is that he transfer his allegiance to the 
Presbyterian communion. . . .. Dr. Fosdick may find it 
wise, and presumably he would not find it difficult, to 
follow this advice... .* 

The Church needs such a man as he is, and it is gratify- 
ing to note that the General Assembly by its vote evinced 
a ‘strong desire not to thwart or hinder a preacher of his 
unusual power and success, but to strain a point, if neces- 
sary, to retain in its own service such uncommon gifts 
and influence as he possesses. ‘ 


Modernist Leaders Take Fresh Hope 


Dr. William P. ‘Merrill, of New York, the notorious 
Modernist Presbyterian who was dropped from the 
Board of Foreign Missions by this General Assembly, 
said of the Fosdick decision: 


The decision reached seems to me to be one with which 
all should ‘be reasonably satisfied, and it is particularly 
pleasing to friends of Dr. Fosdick that the invitation to 
enter the Presbyterian ministry is so cordial and courteous. 


_ Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, of Union Theological Sem- 
inary of New York, a leader of the Liberals, made this 
comment : 


He [Dr. Fosdick] had been acé@used of teachings con- 
trary to our standards. The judicial commission heard all 
the evidence against his teachings and fully sustained the 
report of the Presbytery of New York. ... Every Presby- 
terian ought to be immensely satisfied with the outcome 
of the General Assembly. . . . The decision concerning Dr. 
Fosdick not only does not pass any condemnation upon 
his preaching, but, in the light of his teachings, invites 
him to become a Presbyterian minister. 


And Dr..George Alexander, the senior pastor of the 
New York church where Fosdick preaches, said to his 
own church: 


The court passed no censure upon the Presbytery, the 
Church, Dr. Fosdick, or anybody else. 

(Concerning the invitation to Dr. Fosdick to become a 
Presbyterian, Dr. Alexander continued): No one of us 
would wish to warp his judgment. All will hope and pray 
that his mind and heart will be inclined to come into 
complete fellowship with the church in which he has given 
such devoted service. 


The Associated Press account of the Fosdick action 
summed up the matter accurately when it wired to the 
newspapers of the whole country the following: 

Branded a year ago as an advocate of doctrines con- 
trary to the Presbyterian Confession of Faith and openly 
accused of heresy for utterances he is said to have made 
from the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church, New 
York City, the Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, Baptist 
minister, teacher and writer, has been invited to join the 
church in which for the last year he has been the sub- 
ject of constant controversy. 


_ The root trouble in the Fosdick case is not that he 
is a Baptist preaching in a Presbyterian pulpit, but 
that he denies the essentials of the Christian faith held 
in common by Baptists, Presbyterians, and all evan- 
gelical denominations. Until that fact is frankly faced 
and acted upon, the situation has not been dealt with 
with finality. As The Presbyterian has truly said: 
“Any half-way measures seeking a false and superficial 
peace will only intensify the evil, prolong the strife, 
and increase the devastation of the church. The crisis 
is here and must be met.” 

The General Assembly took courageous and true 
action when it dropped from the Board of Foreign 
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Missions Dr. William P. Merrill, who had served 
for twelve years on the Board and for whose re-elec- 
tion the Modernists made a strenuous fight. Dr. Rob- 
bert Dick Wilson, of Princeton, began reading on the 
floor of the Assembly from Dr. Merriil’s article in a 
recent issue of The World’s Work to show how com- 
pletely Dr. Merrill rejects the doctrine of inspiration. 

“There were cries not to let Dr. Wilson proceed, 
and Dr, Merrill was asked if he objected. 

““Any man who, after reading that article, says I 
deny the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures ought not 
to be allowed to read further,’ answered Dr. Merrill, 
and Dr. Wilson was cut off.” Yet Dr. Merrill had 
said, in that article: “I do not believe in the absolute 
and literal inerrancy of the Bible. . . . The inspiration 
of the Bible writers . .. is akin to that of poet and 
artist and musician.” 

The Assembly took further commendable action 
concerning its Board of Foreign Missions. It directed 
the Board to exercise due care with regard to union 
work in the foreign mission field, and said: “If there 
should arise in the work of these enterprises a situa- 
tion in which teachings unsound or injurious to the 
evangelical faith are given, the Board, as it has de- 
clared to be its policy, should either secure the correc- 
tion of such a situation, or failing such withdraw from 
further participation.” 

The question arises, however, who is going to de- 
cide what teachings, in such a case, are unsound? For 
the dropping of Dr. Merrill from the Board, and the 
adding of one or two new members of unquestioned 
soundness, does not solve the problem. As was pointed 
out in The Sunday School Times of May 10, there is 
abundant and distressing evidence that this missionary 
‘board, like those in other denominations, itself includes 
so many-who are either unsound in doctrine or indif- 
ferent to unsoundness in others, that there is little hope 
of improvement in the situation in the foreign field. 
In view of this, it was regrettable that the Assembly 
should have adopted a resolution “That the Board be 
commended for its care in the selection and appoint- 
ment of candidates for the foreign field,” even though 
the same statement went on “that they be requested 
to continue to exercise most scrupulous care in this 
regard.” They cannot continue that which has not 
been. going on in the past. 


If any denomination or great organization of Chris- 
tians is to be really cleansed, the: cleansing must be 
thorough and complete. Of course mere official action 
will not do it; no matter how. drastic that might be. 
But it is equally true that failure to take thoroughgoing 
official action will not do it. Nor will any attitude 
of “pacifism” or toleration of unsoundness in teachers 
and leaders safeguard the church, — that is‘as great a 
peril as unsoundness itself. There can be no compro- 
mise with unbelief. It was at this point, that the elec- 
tion of Dr. Macartney as Moderator of the General 
Assembly was a real victory for the faith; and the 
more so because the candidate of the Modernists was 
a widely beloved, deservedly prominent Presbyterian 
leader and teacher concerning whose own soundness 
no one has any doubt, but who made the fatal mis- 
take of standing for “unity” and “peace” where unity 
and peace have already been shattered by the denials 
of professing Christians. 


What Is the Believer’s Duty? 


Local churches everywhere are confronted with the 
same situation as that which threatens the solidarity 
of entire denominations. What shall faithful mem- 
bers and officers of such churches do? What shall 
we all, in our respective places, do? 

So far as we have any power to act, or to bring 
to pass results, we must stand steadfastly for the 
truth of the Word of God and the purity of the doc- 
trines revealed therein. Dr. Henry W. Frost’s notable 
and searching message onethe subject, “What Should 
Determine our Christian Fellowships?’ (published 
in The Sunday School Times of February 9 and 16, 
1924) clearly sets forth our duty and how to follow 
the path of faithfulness. All true believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and their per- 
sonal Saviour are Christian brothers, and we must. and 
may gladly fellowship with them in Christian com- 
munion at the table of the Lord. But even with such 
we dare not fellowship in the matter of teaching if 
their teaching denies the Word of God. Let us par- 
ticularly take to heart the principle which Dr. Frost 
gives in conclusion, when he says: 

It is to be remembered that fellowship is Godward as 
well as manward; that in it, as in all else, Christ is to 
have the pre-eminence; and in a case where the issues are 
delicately balanced that the benefit of the doubt is to be 


given, not to man, but to Him with whom we have to do, 
our Saviour and Lord. 


And we are to do all in love as well as in truth. 
If divisions and separations must come in faithfulness 
=r Word, let it be in the “love that never fail- 
et ” 

The darkness deepens; and the light increases. 


“Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what 
of the night? The watchman said, The morning 


‘cometh, and also the night” (Isa. 21:11, 12). _ 





1This may be had'as a booklet, from The Sunday School 
Times Company, at 25 cents, or $2.70 a dozen copies. 
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Dr. Griffith Thomas—Scholar, Teacher, Friend 


The challenge and call that come with the passing of one of God’s master workmen 











By W. Graham Scroggie 














ing of Dr. Thomas the Christian Church has 

lost a scholar and teacher, and numberless Chris- 
tians have lost a counselor and friend. His removal 
from us has come with such staggering suddenness that 
we scarcely realize yet what has happened; and only 
as we come to realize that he is no longer here shall 
we be able to estimate the loss, . 

Dr. Thomas was first of all a Christian; like Barna- 
bas of old, “a good man and full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith’; and what more or better can any man 
wish to have said of him! The greatest thing and the 
most difficult thing is just to be a Christian —like 
Christ. In this we all come short; but if we will ob- 
serve, this fruit and that will be found in one be- 
liever and another, and all these fruits together are 
“the fruit of the Spirit.” Among the noblest of the 
Christian graces are simplicity and humility, and these, 
like his dear friend the late Bishop Moule of Durham, 
Griffith Thomas had in large measure Paul said 
that knowledge puffs up, and*that love builds up, but 
our dear friend had knowledge sweetly tempered by 
love. He was one of the most approachable of men. 
We all know prominent people in istian work who 
are quite un-get-at-able (pardon the word); or, if 


A PRINCE has fallen in Israel. By the pass- 


-you should gét at them, you at once regret that ever 


you made the effort. Our lamented friend was not one 
of these. He was company, and, alike in con- 
versation and manner, entirely free from “side,” from 
that air of self-importance, and that attitude of stand- 
offishness which characterize some of the Lord’s serv- 
ants. How rare a thing is humility, and how welcome 
where it is found! ‘ 

But more, Dr. Thomas was a scholar. I do not use 
that word in a loose and general way, but with precision. 
Our friend had a fine mind, and possessed a liberal 
intellectual equipment. He was a Biblical . scholar, 
having thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, not 
only in his mother-tongue, but in the originals. He 
was also an accomplished theologian, one whose out- 


‘Jook upon truth was comprehensive and balanced. It 


was because of these attainments that he was called 
from the charge of St. Paul’s, Portman Square, Lon- 
don, to the Principalship of Wyclif Hall, Oxford, 
and later to Wyclif College, Toronto. We need more 
men of his stamp in our theological colleges to-day, 
men who, with ample knowledge, can and will arrest 
the unbelief and steady the faith of our rising student 
us wish that Dr. Thomas might 
have held such a Chair to the end.. But he did not. 
And this leads me to think of him as a teacher and 
author. : 

His' Wide Ministry As x Writer 

Dr. Thomas was the writer of many books, 
chiefly expository. His works are dogmatic rather 
than mystical, and practical rather than speculative. 
In quarters they are regarded as quite unimaginative, 
and on one occasion a well-known teacher and friend 
of his ‘said to me, “If only Thomas had been a psy- 
chologist!”” Well, no man is everything, and it would 
be well if some Christian psychologists were better 
theologians. I can with utmost confidence say that 
the reading of Dr. Thomas’ books creates in one a 
deeper love of and desire for God as revealed in His 
Word, and that is more than can be said of much 
which the Christian press of to-day is turning out. 
Dr. Thomas’ little book, “Methods of Bible Study,” is 
a most excellent introduction to the synthetic study 
of the Scriptures, and I warmly recommend it to our 
young people wishing to get a start in Bible knowl- 
edge. _ That carefully studied, Dr. Thomas will then 
lead che diligent worker into the more detailed knowl- 
edge of separate books and themes. For example, 
would you study Genesis? He has three volumes on 
Romans? There are three on that also. He- 
brews? Read his “Let Us Go On.” Or, if you would 
study a group of books, take one of Dr. Thomas’ last 
works, “The Apostle John,” an illuminating bit of 
work. If you would study a theme, I would urge 
you to get a thorough grasp of his book on “The Holy 
Spirit of God,” which are lectures delivered at Prince- 
ton. 

But widely as our friend’s books have been read, 
his articles and reviews, in many papers and maga- 
zines, have been more widely read. I need not say that 
to readers of The Sunday School Times. Your in- 


- debtedness to Dr. Thomas for years past is incalculable, 


and hundreds of thousands will extend to-day to the 
management of this great paper their prayerful sym- 
pathy. Dr. Thomas’ literary output was prolific. It 
was not the case of an article now and again, and here 
and there, but of regularly contributed articles to a 
number of papers simultaneously; to the Evangelical 
Christian, the Life of Faith, the London Christian, the 
Toronto Globe, and others on both sides of the At- 
lantic. In addition to this he has published some most 


Just as Mr. Scroggie was reaching these shores 
from his homeland in Scotland, Dr. Griffith 
Thomas was about to commence his journey to 
the true Homeland in the presence of the Lord. 
These two had been friends of many years, and it 
is fitting that this first personal tribute to the 
loved friend who has gone should come from a 
British fellow-worker. In next week’s issue other 
Christian workers and Bible teachers will tell, in 
these columns, 


“*What Dr. Griffith Thomas Meant to Us.” 








useful pamphlets, as, for example, his “Evolution and 
the Supernatural,” “The Christian Life,” and “Life 
Abiding and Abounding.” His book reviews and an- 
swers to questions have been read both with pleasure 
and profit by hundreds of thousands, and will be sadly 
missed in days to come. 

In addition to all this, Dr. Thomas traveled over 
the United States and Canada serving the Church of 
God in convention and other work, and he was doing 
such service in Minnesota when he was stricken down. 
There was nothing sensational in this teacher’s mat- 
ter or manner; he was solid in every way, and never 
ministered to the fatal superficialism of our time. He 
was one of the most welcome and trusted teachers at 
the great Keswick Convention (England), and deliv- 
ered Bible readings there only two years ago on the 
E;"stle to the Hebrews (“Let Us Go On”). I may 
say quite frankly that we grudged him to America, 
and several efforts were made to get him back to 
Britain. I had the honor to be one of a little group 
who petitioned the Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, during 
his premiership, to consider the claim of Dr. Thomas 
to the then vacant Bishophric of Chester, on the 
grounds that he was a Welshman, a scholar, and an 
evangelical. The Premier asked for his photo, which 
was sent. But other influences were at work, and so 
our man remained on this side. Now the voice is 
silent, and the pen for ever laid down, but he will 
continue ta speak; and he will live again in the hearts 
of those who love him. 

It will be appropriate at this point to say a word 
about where Dr. Thomas stood in relation to the mod- 
ern critical controversy. Asked to analyze the situa- 
tion, I would say that there are, in the main, three 
parties with shades and grades within each; namely, 
Obscurantists, Conservatives, and Moderns. The first 
and third are the extremes at opposite ends of the 
second, which represents a well-informed and reasoned 
faith, a faith which, on the one hand, whole-heartedly 
accepts the entire Bible as the Word of God, as, for 
time, the final revelation of. God in Christ; yet not 

ing claims for the Writings which they nowhere 
make for themselves; and, on the other hand, conse- 





A Personal Memory, by 
Mrs. Philip E. Howard 








It was at a Victorious Life Conference, 
at Princeton, N. J., in the summer of 1918. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas. was conducting one of 
the meetings, and in closing he told us of an 
impressive children’s meeting which he had 
attended: in England, where hundreds of 
children had sung the old hymn, “ When 
the Roll is Called up Yonder, I’ll be There,” 
and as they sang had raised their right hands 
and pointed upward on the word “there.” 
He asked us to sing the same hymn with 
him, there at Princeton. 


I shall never forget his face as it lighted 
up with a heavenly glow, as he stood there 
with uplifted hand, his deep, rich voice 
ringing 6ut above all the others. Perhaps it 
was the brooding horror of war-time and 
the constant roll call for soldiers that made 
us think especially of our loved ones, but we 
were all deeply touched. Many eyes were 
full of tears as we listened to Dr. Thomas’ 
heart and voice singing and looked on his 
beautiful face. 





. things. 








quently, which emphatically rejects the so-called “as- 
sured results” of modern Biblical Criticism, and vig- 
orously opposes, in relation to sacred things, the ra- 
tionalism of the modern mind; yet, doing so in a 
spirit and by means which reflect the method and spirit 
of the Master. Just there Griffith Thomas _ stood. 
Sweet and sanctified reasonableness characterized his 
spoken as it does his written messages. 

One of the tragedies of the present_ situation is the 
divorce, to so large an extent, of scholarship and evan- 
gelism. If evangelism were more scholarly, and schol- 
arship more evangelical, the back of the present trou- 
ble would be broken. The classroom must have more 
regard for the needs of the pew, and the pulpit must 
keep in contact with both. Where this is done you will 
find, as in the case of Dr. Thomas, vigorous Christian 
life, and effective Christian service. We can ill af- 
ford to lose a man of his type at the present time: 
evangelical leaders are too few, but we will look to 
God and press on. I do not believe in the broken 
column, the marble with the ragged edge; but I do 
believe that life lost to view here is perfected to per- 
sist where we know even as we have been known. 
A champion of the Truth has been removed, but the 
Truth remains, and his testimony remains. 


A Busy Life, With Time for Warm Friendships 


I have said that Dr. Thomas was a Christian, a 
scholar, a writer, and a teacher. But he was more — 
a friend. Some shared his friendship immediately, and 
others, like myself, largely mediately. In the midst 
of pressing duties he found time to write letters, and 
letters that were neither short nor cold, but generous 
and affectionate. I have one before me now in which, 
anticipating my. visit to Philadelphia, he thanks me 
warmly for one of my books, promises me two of 
his own, regrets that he willbe on the Pacific Coast 
when I arrive, and he concludes: 


_ “But I hope we may have the opportunity of see- 
ing and welcoming you here [his home]. At the pres- 
ent moment, I really do not know how I shall be sit- 
uated towards the end of August and the beginning of 
September, but if there should be a possibility, as I 
hope, of having you in our house for a little while, I 
need not say what a joy it will be. I feel fairly sure 
of being at home during the first two weeks of Sep- 
tember. 
Yours ever affectionately,” 


That is Griffith Thomas the friend. As I write it 
is a pain to think that I shall not again shake his 
hand and look into his face. 

“I feel fairly sure of being at home during the first 
two weeks of September.” 

Yes! At Home! And before September! The 
warrior has laid down his weapon, and the workman 
his tools: the task here is finished; the race is run; 
and, our beloved friend has had an “abundant en- 
trance” into the presence of his and our Lord. 

What does it mean? Well, it means at least two 
First of all, that God’s thoughts and plans 
for us are greater and better than any we have for 
ourselves-and one another. Dr. Thomas was not an 
old man, and, to all appearance, he had before him 
many years of increasing usefulness. But the Lord 
of us all has thought otherwise, and He is “too wise 
to err; too good to be unkind; He never is before 
His time, and never behind.” “Now we see not the 
bright light that is in the clouds; but the wind passeth 
and’ cleareth them away.” His stricken family may 
take this comfort to their sore hearts, as may we his 
countless friends, that there is a bright light in the 
cloud, and some day the breath of God will bring us 
into fulness of light without the clouds, 

The second thing is that the passing of our dear 
friend is a challenge and a call. It is often said that 
God removes his workmen but carries on his work. 
Yes, it is so; and with the outgoing of every truc 
workman, a-heavier responsibility rests upon those 
who are left. The passing of Griffith Thomas is a 
call to us all fully to lay down at the feet of our 
Lord all that we have of ability, opportunity, means, 
influence, and time. The days are evil, the time is 
short, and the workers are few; let us therefore live 
full and devoted lives, that when we too are called 
to our account, we may be able humbly to say, “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.’ The Lord grant it for his name’s 
sake. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

tif 


Information regarding the books and booklets writ- 
ten by Dr. Thomas and mentioned in this article by 
Mr. Scroggie may be.found at the foot of the third 
column of page 39J. 
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The New Lessons in the Life of Christ 


Notable help, by the late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, on the New Course in the Life of our Lord, ‘ 
commencing July 61in the international Uniform Lessons and continuing for nine months 


4 








dents of the Bible have an exceptional oppor- 
tunity in the new Life of Christ just commenc- 
ing, as provided in the International Uniform Lessons, 
It begins with the lesson of July 6 and continues for 
nine months, through March of 1925. The first lesson 
in the new series is fully treated in this issue of The 
Sunday School Times, page wy Ha page , 
One of the last things before his death that Dr. 
Griffith Thomas did for The Sunday School Times 
family was to~prepare a booklet that will prove in- 
valuable, on “How to Study the Four Gospels.” In 
this he brought together much of the material he had 
already written in earlier years, as one or another 
Gospel was studied in the Sunday-school lessons, and 
he added new material, so that the new booklet fur- 
nishes one of the most valuable and illuminating helps 
to the mastery of the inspired record of the life and 
teachings of our Lord that the Christian worker of 
to-day could have (25 cts., postpaid). 
It consists of seven chapters, as follows: 


I. IntRopuUCTORY 
II, MatTHEW’s GOSPEL 
III. Marx’s GosPEL 
IV. LuKke’s GosPEL 
V. Joun’s GosPEL 
VI. RELATIONS OF THE GOSPELS 
VII. TEACHINGS OF THE GOSPELS 


Dr. Thomas had not quite completed this booklet 
and the closing chapter on “Teachings of the Gospels’ 
is being furnished by a close friend and co-laborer. 

A portion of Dr. Thomas’ own material, as included 
in the oF is given here as a “side-light” on the 
new course of lessons now commencing: 


A“ Sunday-school workers and individual stu- 


Wuat Is THE GosPEL? 

The word “gospel” is never used in the New Testa- 
ment of a book, but always and =~ | of “good news,” 
and when we speak of the Gospel of Matthew we 
ought to understand the good news of Jesus Christ 
recorded by Matthew. This is seen from the first 
verse of Mark’s Gospel, which speaks of “the begin- 
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
Thus there is in reality only one Gospel, and four 
presentations of it, and this is the reason why the 
title of the American Standard Version reads “the 
Gospel,” and then heads each Gospel “according to” 
the particular evangelist. They give four pictures of 
the one Christ, their value lies in their separate 
though connected testimony to him. , 

We are, therefore, to be occupied with the good 
news of Christ’s Person and Work, for, of course, he 
is essentially the Christian Gospel. This is the mean- 
ing of the oft-quoted phrase, “Christianity is Christ” ; 
and a statement of the late Dr. R. W. Dale is full of 
illumination at this point, as explanatory of the_rec- 
ord in these four “Gospels.” He said that Jesus 
Christ did not come to preach the Gospel, but that 
there might be a Gospel to preach. ; 

Originally, the announcement concerning Christ was 
necessarily oral, as:‘men went from place to place tell- 
ing the story by word of mouth. But it was not very 
long before a written record was found necessary, 
and quite a number of writers seem to have attempted 
this, many of them with evident lack of success (Luke 
1: 1-4). But whatever: may be the relations between 
them, each should be studied alone, first of all, in 
order that its impressions may be received. 

And yet, while we remember that the Gospel means 
“good news” we shall doubtless go on referring to 
these records as “Gospels,” because they give the ac- 
count in written form of that story of the life of 
Jesus Christ on earth which forms the foundation of 
the “good news” we call “Christianity.” 


Wry Four GospeEts? 


At once comes the question as to why there should 
four—why one would not have been sufficient; 
and also why, if more than one, there are only four. 
This is the question asked by one of the most valuable 
books of this generation (now unfortunately out of 
print), “Why Four Gospels?” by the late Dr. D 
Gregory. There seems to be no doubt that the four 
are intended to express different, yet connected, as- 
pects of the life and ministry of our Lord. As it is 
often said, there are four Gospels and one Christ; 
four records with one purpose; and four pictures of 
the one Person. Four methods of recording impres- 
sions of that Person. Matthew may be said to dem- 
onstrate; Mark to depict; Luke to declare; John to 
describe, Matthew is concerned with the coming of 
a promised Saviour; Mark with the life of a poweie 
Saviour; Luke with the grace of a perfect Saviour; 
John with the possession of a personal Saviour. It 
is probable that no single Gospel could have set forth 
the fulness and glory of our Lord’s Person and Work. 
It is interesting and profitable to read each Gospel 


for its presentation of Christ, and then it will be seen 
that while there is much that is identical in all of them 

(but especially in the first three) there is also much 
that is different in each; these differences give rise 
to the idea that the Gospels are four pictures of the 
one Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some writers speak of the “Cherubic Symbolism” 
of the Gospels. This may not convey much, if any, 
meaning to ordinary readers, but in reality it suggests 
a great deal, for as early as the second century writers 
saw, or fancied they saw, a likeness between the Four 
Gospels and the symbols of the cherubic visions of 
Ezekiel and Revelation. The best way of stating 
this is to associate Matthew with the lion;.Mark with 
the ox; Luke with the man; and John with the eagle 
(Rev. 4:7). This was interpreted to mean that Mat- 
thew depicted Christ as the Jewish Messiah, the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah; Mark as the Servant, symbol- 
ized by the beast of burden, the ox; Luke as the Son 
of Man, symbolized by the man; and John as the Son 
of God, symbolized by the eagle. There is sufficient 
in these suggestions to indicate the essential differences 
of the Gospels, and the early date of this idea shows 
that already the Christian Church was occupied with 
the relations between the Gospels. 

_Another way of putting these differences is to asso- 
ciate them with the four, and only four, passages in 
the Old Testament where the Messiah is spoken of as 
“the Branch.” Thus Matthew, the Jewish Gospel, cor- 
responds with the prophecy, “T will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch” (Jer. 23:5; 33:15). Mark, the 
Gospel of Service, agrees with the description, “my 
servant the Branch” (Zech. 3:8). Luke, who de- 
lineates Christ as the True Man, illustrates the words, 
“the man whose name is the Branch” (Zech. 6:12). 
John, who is simply concerned for the divine person 
and work of Christ, is rightly associated with the 
words, “the Branch of Jehovah” (Isa. 4:2). Here, 
again, while the thought is, of course, incapable of 
being used of any primary interpretation of the Four 
Gospels, the spiritual application is decidedly inter- 
esting and true. To the same effect are four passages 
from the Old Testament commencing with the word 
“behold.” “Behold, thy king” (Zech. 9:9) represents 
Matthew; “Behold, my servant” (Isa. 42:1) indicates 
Mark; “Behold, the man” (Zech. 6:12) suggests 
Luke; and “Behold, your God” (Isa. 40: 9) corresporftis 
with John. : 

Or, we may think of them as illustrating four re- 
lationships of Christ to us. This would associate 
Matthew with the Prophet, Mark with the Priest, 
Luke with the King, and John with the Son. It has 


also been suggested that we have in the Gospels them- © 


selves four statements of Christ’s purpose in coming. 
Thus Matthew, true to the Jewish idea, records, “I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill” (5:17); Mark, 
illustrative of Christ’s work, records, “the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister” 

10:45); Luke, who is particularly concerned with 
the Gospel of redemption, says that Christ is “the Son 
of man, come to seek and to save” (19:10); John 
appropriately associates Christ with his Father and 
says, “I am come in my Father’s name” (5:43). This 
is, of course, only generally true, and must not be 
thought to rule out other aspects and features of 
Christ’s life in the particular Gospels. One writer, 
Dr. H. G. Weston, says that we may think of the Gos- 
pels as providing for our deepest spiritual needs: Mat- 
thew speaks of righteousness, Mark of sanctification, 
Luke of redemption, and John of life. 


An Inexpensive Library on 
the Life of Christ 


S™ books or booklets are specially recommended 
as an adequate and well balanced, yet inexpensive, 
little library for teachers on the nine months’ lessons 
on the life of Christ, which begin on July 6th. 

The books may be purchased from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, separately at 
the prices given, or at_a special price of $3, postpaid, 
for the set of six (including the cloth edition of 
“What is the Gospel?”). 


The Life of Jesus Christ. By James Stalker. A thor- 
oughly usable volume on the Life of Christ, giving an or- 
derly historical account, with practical and devotional ap- 
plications. 90 cents. 

Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ. 
With an outline harmony of the Gospels. By George E. 
Croscup. The distinctive feature of this work is found in 
the two sheets of folding colored charts bound in at the 
back of the book. These charts make visible and real the 
earthly life of our Lord by localizing its historical facts 
and features, which are harmonized with the Gospel story 
thereof, thus helpfully connecting time, place, and event. 
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Harmony and charts are interdependent, and make up the 
author’s “visible method” of teaching history and applying 
it to the Gospel narratives. $1.25. . 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings. By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 
Four clear outline journey maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the loca- 
tion of the Scripture passages in parallel columns. Pocket 
size. 25 cents. 

Outline Harmony of the Gospels. ‘By Professor Matthew 
Brown Riddle. Shows the events of the Gospel story, 
places, and dates, and location in each Gospel, in parallel 
columns, 1§ cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels. The last published 
work of the greatly beloved Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
giving suggestions for study, analyses of each Gospel, and 
other helpful material. 2s cents. 

What is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 
Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. It gives 
God’s Word on Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, 
What is Salvation, The Blessed*Hope, The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, so cents. 


What a Boys’ Chorus Did 
for a Sunday-School 


4 ¥- Intermediate’ Department of the Sundpy- 
t school in Aden looked like a feminine monopoly. 
Girls were everywhere, — singing in Christmas and 
Easter cantatas, _serving at church suppers, leading 
missionary societies. But where were the boys — the 
boys from whom the church of to-morrow must re- 
cruit her supply of leaders and pastors? After pro- 
motion from the Upper Primary Department to the 
Intermediate Department, those few venturesome 
lads who had dared to brave the feminine stares of 
the overcrowded “grown-up” Sunday-school finally 
slipped away, feeling neglected, unneeded in the gene- 
ral scheme of things, and consequently only politely 
tolerated. 

To add to the boys’ discomfort, the church edifice 
itself was antiquated and overcrowded. There was 
no room in it for the expanding boy—no room for 
his gymnasium, for his Boy Scout headquarters, no 
room for his developing personality. A new church 
and better things were being planned, to be sure, but 
in the meantime the little boys were so fast growing 
into big ones, and the big ones were so fast be- 
coming young men, that they quickly passed on with- 
out having actively assumed their proper responsibility 
in church affairs. What was to be done? 

Some start must, be made. One.Sunday morning 
the young bass singer of the church quartette, him- 
self a natural leader of boys, went quietly around to 
the ¢various Sunday-school classes of both Inter- 
mediate and Upper Primary departments, inviting 
the boys to meet him after Sunday-school. That day 
he organized a boys’ chorus of boys of all ages, with 
a man accompanist and with himself as leader. No 
help was asked or desired from the girls or women 
of the Sunday-school. The boys were going to 
stand or fall on their own merits. 

This chorus organization and practise led to public 
singing, for no choral~ organization can long exist 
without the incentive of a public appearance. On 
Easter this boys’ chorus made its first appearance, 
singing a very simple song which had. been. very 
carefully selected and practised, to obviate the pos- 
sibility of an initial failure. But the boys did not 
fail, They surprised themselves and their elders. 
Their parents were amazed to learn that there were 
actually so many boys within the Sunday-school’s 
“sphere of influence.” In fact, had they been allowed 
to evaporate immediately after “promotion,” their 
numbers would have been far less. It looked as 
though the boys’ chorus was to become a bridge be- 
tween the two departments, as the result of its policy 
of taking boys from both Intermediate and Upper 
Primary Departments. The boys’ chorus was to do 
more. 


The boys’ chorus gradually became an integral _ 


part of the Sunday-school. No opening exercises 
would have been complete without them to sit in 
front and to lead in the singing of the opening exer- 
cises. 
special numbers. On Children’s Day, for example, 
many of the usual feminine and kindergarten feat- 
ures gave way to rousing choruses by this boys’ 
chorus. Sometimes they sang with the girls, but only 
by special arrangement, and never often enough to 
destroy the identity of their organization and_ their 
consequent pride in their own unaided boyish ac- 
complishments. 

These public appearances meant some extra “week- 
day” practise, which their wise leader enlivened by 
a social hour and refreshments. The boys’ chorus, 
however, had its greatest triumph when it was in- 
vited to transform itself temporarily into a glee 
club, and to furnish music for the Men’s Club ban- 
quet. The Men’s Club had had the reputation of 
seeking the best available talent for community singing, 
of having a splendid banquet and a notable speaker. 
To the younger boys this opportunity probably meant 
only a great “spread and fine eats,” but to the older. 
ones it meant that the boys were being formally 
recognized by older men,—that they were at last 


Sometimes, too, on special occasions, they sang . 
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coming into their own. The pleasure of the new re- 
sponsibility straightened many a boy’s shoulders 
and filled his heart with pride and self-respect. _ 

In final results this was akin to the Father and 
Son Movement, and convinced the boys that the 
society of older men can be most inspiring. To the 
older men it brought the spontaneous, joyous enthu- 
siasm of youth which no older glee club could pos- 
sibly have counterfeited, for what the boys might 
have lacked in miusical artistry they more than 
made up in youthful spirits. 
those happy lads his own youth recreated. 

To-day, as one looks over the Sunday-school of 
Aden, one sees plenty of young men and boys who 
like the church not only for its spiritual help, but 
because of its ministry to their own social needs. It 
looks as though the churchmen of to-morrow were 
serving faithfully during their apprenticeship, and 
that when to-morrow comes they will be ready.— 
Sarah Howland Murdock, Oneonta, N. Y. 
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GOOD old Methodist, E. Johnson, has written a 
beautiful and inspiring hymn, the refrain of which 
runs: 
“Oh, then to the Rock let me fly, 
To the Rock that is higher than I.” 


God has indeed given us a Rock of Refuge for every 
time of storm and-every season of drought, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the living Word. And because the Bible, 
the. written Word, tells the Christian of him, and 
brings to mind his many promises, God’s children in- 
stinctively turn to his written Word for comfort and 
strength and guidance. A reader of The Sunday 
School Times writes: 

“Some. years ago I received word of the desperate 
condition of my daughter in a hospital many miles 
away. boarded a train to go to her, almost every 
breath being. an agonized prayer for help. Arrived 
at the institution, worried beyond description, with no 
cessation of the heart petition, I sat for some minutes 
in a reception room. Seeing a large Bible on a table, 
I opened it. The first words that met my eyes were: 
“Fear not: only believe, and she shall be made whole” 
(Luke 8:50). To a great extent fear left me. The 
promise was verified: This was the greatest help I 
have received from the Word —at least it made the 
greatest impression on my mind—and it followed 
earnest prayer.” 

How is the Bible bringing joy and encouragement 
to your heart in the midst of trial and temptation? 
Are you finding in it the refuge God intended for you? 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions fer answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am engaged in mission work in a 
city, and rejoice in the opportunities given to tell others 
of the “unsearchable riches of Christ.” Recently I was 
requested to b a member of a welfare organization 
consisting of various organizations (Protestant, Catholic, 
and secular). 

This organization is intended to unite in one group 
all workers whose vocation or avocation touches any 
phase of public welfare. The principal purpose is to meet 
the obvious needs for public welfare, not already covered 
by existing organizations, and to lessen duplication of 
activities. 

While I da wish to use my time advantageously and to 
be sufficiently informed on all good work, I am afraid 
of the spirit of compromise. Nothing must hinder the 
pewer of the Holy Ghost to bear witness. 

Do you think membership in such an organization would 
give more, or less, opportunity for increased service? Your 
column has been a blessed help to me in my work. It is 
also of great interest to my mother. May the Lord in- 
crease its usefulness. Yours in His service —INQUIRER. 

Y DEAR “INQUIRER,” your interesting ques- 

tion is one that has perplexed many a worker! 
I have seen places in our country where a worker 
like you could get valuable information by being 
connected, and again I have seen places where a godly 
worker could not work at all without bringing dis- 
honor to His dear name. 

As you know, the head and leader has much to do 
with the results of such connection. You know in 
that last prayer of our Lord he prayed, “Not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
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thou shouldest keep them from the evil” (John 17: 14). 
Then again in the eighteenth verse: “As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I sent them 
into the world.” 

The easiest work in the world for the Master is 
where the atmosphere is godly, and where the ma- 
jority think as you do on all religious points. That 
is clear sailing! But where you must meet the enemy 
and take your stand for the Lord is a different 
question. I feel so sorry for the many who are 
really desiring to help their fellow-men, and do not 
know how. An influential business man told me. that 
he was tired of dressing men up, and feeding them, 
only to turn around again and do the thing all over. 
When I suggested he had begun on the wrong side 
of the man, he was confused, and when I asked why 
he did not begin with the inside, the man’s heart, it 
seemed a new thought to him. I added, if he would 
do that, and get the man a changed heart, there would 
be no need of re-clothing him, for he would be in 
position to clothe himself. 

The information and statistics of these co-opera- 
tive organizations is valuable. It is a trying position 
to be in, I know, to be affiliated with such a con- 
glomerate mass, many times, and there are those 
who object to giving anything to such people for 
distribution ; but I believe Jesus Christ when he was 
on earth helped the needy, whether they believed 
in him or not! We must get the spirit of helpfulness 
in every place, but never in sin! The spirit of that 
poet of old, in the well-known hymn, “Go labor on, 
spend and be spent,” is the true spirit. 

You may join such a group.and find later that 
the spirit is so unlike Jesus Christ that you cannot 
help, and again you may be able to witness in the 
midst for Christ in a way that the Holy Spirit can 
use. Of this I am sure—:you will be able to see 
your duty by the light given you through the prayers 
you offer, You want to “clothe the naked, feed the 
hungry,” lighten burdens, so all may see the Christ- 
life in you! 

Don’t be afraid, for your God is nigh you, “even 
at your right hand,” so that you can feel the first 
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approach of evil or anything that will drift toward 
sin. Keep your eyes on God, and do not withdraw 
your helpfulness and condemn the workers, until 
ou know for yourself from God that you are not to 
be with them in the consideration of your fellow- 
man! If this is an opportunity for an enlargement 
of service for him, he will make it clear! Oh, my 
friend, it is so glorious, we need not follow blindly! 
He will give light! So talk with him about your 
details that you will not go astray, and you will not 
refuse to do for him from any spirit of feeling “I am 
better than thou”! God bless you in your service! 











The Victorious Life 








Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., July 19-27.—Eastern Victorious Life Con- 
ference (formerly held at Stony Brook, L. I.). Board and 
room, for the conference period, $15 a person for rooms 
containing three or more, $18 a person for rooms contain- 
ing two. Because of the limited accommodations, no room 
can be reserved for one person. Registration fee, $3. Ad- 
dress Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Knowlton, Quebec, Can., August 4-11.—Knowlton Victori- 
ous Life Conferenee. Address Victorious Life Testimony, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Willoughby, Ohio, August 11-17.—Erieside Victorious Life 
Conference. Board and room, for conference period, $12.50 
to $15 a person. Reservations cannot be made unless ap- 
plication is accompanied by registration fee, $2.50 a person. 
Address the Rev. H. Mackenzie, Erieside Conference Hotel, 
R. F. D. No 3, Willoughby, Ohio. 


Keswick, N. J., August 23 to September 1.—Labor Day 
Victorious Life Conference. Board and room for the con- 
ference period, $16 a person for three or more in a room, 
$19 a person for two in a room. . Rooms cannot be reserved 
for one person. Registration fee, $3. Address Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 








“Many of them also which used curious arts, brou: 
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men” (Ants 19:19) 


By Dr. Northcote Deck, F.R.G.S. 











wild Malaita, I was given a very valuable and 

unique heirloom by Alick Kwaifiona, the big 
chief and witch doctor of the district, who has 
lately been soundly converted to God. We landed there 
some months ago, and left the first young teacher 
for the village. That day the old man gave his heart 
and all that remained of his life into Christ’s safe 
keeping, in the first little leaf church he had built, in. 
which he had been taught for same months by some 
Christians near by. 

Hanging to the roof of the church was a great 
bundle done up in bark cloth, containing all the old 
man’s famous relics and charms. There were num- 
bers of separate little parcels, each with a collection 
of teeth (island currency),— men’s, dogs’, and por- 
poises’, and each belonging to some ancestor of re- 
nown, who must be prayed to in the appointed way, 
the teeth being offerings for bygone blessings and 
deliverances. 

The most interesting of all was an ancient lime 
bowl, with two crude carved figures, on to whose 
arms and legs were tied numbers of teeth; offerings to 
the akalo in times gone past. Jt was a divining bowl, 
for foretelling who would get killed in fight. For 
when a band of men successfully killed an enemy, 
they would need to know which one was in danger of 
being “killed- back” in return. 

The bowl was supposed: to be ‘possessed by a pow- 
erful akalo, one-of.whose teeth had been taken from 
his skull (bleaching for years in some cairn in the 
forest), and which is, still tied to it to give it its power 
and virtue. Each time the spirit was consulted some 
fresh porpoise teeth were tied on to the bowl, an 
offering from the men concerned. The witch doctor 
then having -prayed, each man in turn ate a spoonful 
of lime, ladled from a bowl with an akalo’s rib-bone. 
The man whose mouth was burned by the lime was 
the one in danger, as the omen showed he was no 
longer being. protected: by his own akalos, and there- 
fore was sure to be killed by the enemy, with the 
help of their akalos. 

Thereafter the man would never be allowed to go 
out alone, but several men would always attend him, 
to try and protect him, or else he would recruit to 
some plantation. - “But no matter,” said my informant, 
“he can’t live; he must get killed.” The men un- 
affected by the lime were proved to be safe, being 
still guarded by their akalos. That ancient bowl must 
have been often used for this sinister purpose, as 
there are dozens of teeth tied to it. 


Fw a very promising new center at Hulo, in 





To make a clean break with the past, the old chief 
had- hung his whole spiritual outfit in the church, to 
give to us when we came. Thank God, he does not need 
it now. He is beginning to “walk in the light, even 
as he is in the light,” for he has “a more sure word 
of prophecy” than his divining ‘bowl. We believe 
that the old man, like many another in the past, 
having so long given heed to “seducing spirits,” will 
spend the evening of his life in “bringing many sons 
unto glory”; for the many cannibals in the district 
who have looked to him for spiritual guidance in the 
past, “as sheep without a shepherd,” are feeling very 
forlorn, and are like to follow him in large numbers 
into. the “school,” and so into the eternal kingdom. 

We have found from years of experience with 
thousands of converts; among scores of contending 
tribes, that this clean break with the past is both 
blessedly possible and absolutely necessary to the 
well-being of any infant station. The scriptural 
phrase “by little and little’ (Deut. 7:22) is not a 
scriptural parallel. The break had been made with 
Egypt (representing known sin) years before, and 
the gradual process referred to occupation of the 
land (and sanctification of the soul). 

And we have found that setting a high standard 
for admission into the new Christian settlement may 
deter converts for a time, even for years, yet when 
they do come they come on God’s terms. Thus all 
heathen feasts, dances, prayers, and charms, all 
heathen customs in any way connected with akalo 
worship, have to be at once abandoned; all swearing 
and evil speaking especially must be given up, and 
can be given up; all heathen ornaments are shed,— 
and this they cheerfully do, once the standard has 
been set for a district. All this is of course only 
possible through the Holy -Spirit’s help, yet it is one 
of the greatest proofs that the work is of God, and 
no mere outward veneer of civilization, but super- 
natural, from above. 

The cherished idea of the gradual abandonment 


“by little and little,’ by the converts, of things in- 


herently wrong is, in the islands at least, an entire 
fallacy, and mostly proves impossible of accomplish- 
ment. Whereas, God is able to enable raw heathen to 
abandon at once all these known forms of evil and 
intercourse with the Enemy. While their minds are 
plastic they are prepared for any change or demand 
of the new way they are entering, and in practice 
God does enable them both in heart and appearance 
to become humble, teachable followers of the Crucified. 


Aota, Sotomon IsLaNps. 
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LESSON I. 


JULY 6. THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2 : 7-20 
Golden Text.—There is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2: 11 








The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 


“No room for them in the inn!” Contrast verse 7, 
“No room,” with Luke 14:21, 22, “And yet there was 
room!” How often, no room in the “Inn” of the 
sinner’s heart for the Saviour! But always, great 
room in the Saviour’s heart for the sinner! 


Luke 2:1-3, “No ROOM in the inn.” Born in a 
stable and cradled in a manger! 


Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, ALL ye.” 
John 5:40, “Ye WILL not come to me”! 


Revelation 3:20, “At the door’! Knocking! “No 
room” inside even the professing Laodicean church! 


- Second 

The Gospel is “Glad tidings of great joy”! But 
why? Because a SAVIOUR born. Not a helper, 
nor a moral teacher, nor an exemplar, but a SAV- 
IOUR! 

Luke 2: 8-14, “For unto you is born this day a 
SAVIOUR”! and “Suddenly”! As if with eagerness 
that could not be restrained and spontaneity that could 
not be suppressed, the multitude of the heavenly host 
broke forth in their acclaim of glory to God! 

Titus 3:3-7, “But after that.” (Seven things in 
verse 3), “God our SAVIOUR”! (Seven _things in 
verses 47): “HE-SAVED us”! “Jesus Christ our 
SAVIOUR.” " 

Third 


Mistakes of men about heavenly things! Every- 
where it is said angels sing, but nowhere in the Bib €, 
Everywhere men quote these words: “On earth, peace,” 
as if that were the WHOLE of it! And wholly 
“omit” GOD! 

Luke 2:13, “Saying” not singing. Revelation 5: 6- 
10 contrasted with Revelation 5:11, 12; it is the re- 
deemed sinner that SINGS! 


Luke 2:14, “Glory to GOD”! God FIRST! Then 
indeed, “On earth peace.” Matthew 23: 30-40, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God.” “This is the FIRST 
and great commandment.” Then “Thy neighbor.” 


Fourth 

The way to treat Divine truth. Enter at once into 
the appropriation of it, become at once obedient to it, 
store it up in the heart. , 

Luke 2:15, 16, “Let ws NOW go”! “Came with 
HASTE.” 

Luke 2:19, “Mary KEPT all these things and pon- 
dered them in her HEART.” Colossians 3:16, “Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you RICHLY.” 

MarsHALL, TEX. 

" 
The Message of the Lesson 

By the late Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 


Born of Woman (Luke 2:1-7). With character- 
istic care as a historian, Luke associates Christ’s birth 
with Roman history, and Sir William Ramsay has sug- 
gestively pointed out how “Augustus the mighty em- 
peror and Mary with her little child are set over one 
another. ... The autocracy of the emperor and the 
free obedience of the Church to his legitimate orders 
and its freedom where the imperial right ceased, — 
these were the chief factors in history as Luke saw 
it. Here they are set side by side in this opening 
scene, the birth of Jesus.” It is now known that 
Quirinius was governor of Syria on two different oc- 
casions. It was necessary for Mary to go, even under 
the special circumstances, because she was heiress of 
the line of David in her own right. Apart from this 
and.as an ordinary wife, she would not have been 
required to take the long journey. It is particularly 
striking to notice that the Jews, with all their op- 
position to Christ, never once questioned his Davidic 
descent, and this seems to require far more than the 
legal connection with Joseph through marriage. He 
evidently possessed a lineal descent through Mary. 

Announced by Angels (vs. 8-14). It must have 
been a great surprise to the shepherds to have an angel 
standing by them and the Shekinah glory of the Old 
Testament shining round them. The angel’s words, 
“Be not afraid,” like Gabriel’s to Zacharias Cr '5393), 
strike the keynote of the new dispensation then open- 
ing. The old dispensation closed with the solemn word 
“curse” (Mal. 4:6), while the new era was ushered 
in with a “fear not.” It is important to read “ery 
carefully the words of verse 12, because, the King 
James Version misses the special point. This shall 
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7 And she brought forth her firstborn son; and she wrap- 
ped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding 
in the field, and keeping ! watch by night over their flock. 
9 And an angel of tha Lord stood by them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. 1@ And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; 
for behold, I bring. you good tidinge of great joy which 
shall be to all the people: 11 for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is * Christ the 
Lerd. 12 And this is the sign unto you: Ye shall find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth * peace among ‘men in whom he is well 
pleased. 
15 And it came to pass, when the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
uz now go even unto Bethiehem, and see this * thing that 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known concerning the saying which 
was spoken to them about this child. 18 And all that heard 
it wondered at the things which were spoken unto them 
by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these ° sayings, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, @Ven as it was spoken unto them. 
1Or, night-watches 2 Or, Anointed Lord * Many ancient 
authorities read peace, good pleasure among men. ¢ Gr. 
men of good pleasure © Or, saying * Or, things 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








be the sign . .. ye shall find a babe.” The contrast 
between “the” and “a” is very significant. The Divine 
sign was a little infant. It is well known that there 
is a difference between the King James and the Stand- 
ard Versions in regard to verse 14. Are we to read 
as in the familiar version, “peace on earth, good will 
towards men,” or “on earth peace among men in whom 
he is well pleased”? The difference in the Greek 
manuscript is only that of one letter, and although 
through the Revised and Standard Versions very many 
‘people have come to believe that the King James Ver- 
sion is wrong, it is quite striking to see in a recent 
article in a critical journal a very definite return to 
the old view. The matter is thus still open. If, how- 
ever, the Standard Version is correct, it must mean 
that God’s Gospel of peace is strictly limited to those 
who receive it. This is, of course, true, but whether 
it is the truth of this verse is a matter of opinion. 
Seen of Shepherds (vs. 15-20). Each point con- 
nected with these simple-minded Jewish believers is 
noteworthy. They decide to go at once, and on arrival 
they found matters exactly as the angel had said. 
Thereupon, they made known what the angels had 
told them, and while surprise was caused among the 
hearers, Mary, knowing the truth, pondered these say- 
ings in her heart. It is also beautiful to notice how 
the shepherds felt as they returned to their work. 
They could not help rejoicing and praising God for 
the wonderful revelation that had been granted to them. 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: The Greatest Event in 
the World’s History. It is natural and easy for us to 
speak of the birth of Christ as the greatest event that 
has ever happened, and we bear witness to it every 
day by the date of our letters, which: means “Anno 
Domini,” “in the year of our Lord.” But when looked 
at from the standpoint of those who only saw a little 
child just born, it must have been difficult, if not im- 
possible, for them to think of it as a great event. 
At the commencement and near the close of Christ’s 
life, two incidents are found with remarkable con- 
trasts, and they are so familiar that they are scarcely 
noticed. In chapter 2:11, 12, Christ is spoken of as 
Saviour and Lord, and yet he was a babe. What a 
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striking contrast! Then, in John 13: 3, we read of his 
consciousness of a definite relation with the Father and 
yet that he humbled himself to wash his disciples’ feet, 
—another striking contrast. But in this contrast is 
the secret of Christ in the world, for it is symbolical 
of his Gospel and his Church. 

_ 2. Young People and Adults: Great Hopes Centered 
in the Birth of Christ. There was a nanacek expecta- 
tion of some great personage at the time of Christ’s 
birth. Writers among the Romans state that every- 
where throughout the East men were looking for: the 
coming of some great king. The Egyptians are said 
to have seen Phoenix rising from the ashes, a sure 
token of a new time. Then, too, rumors were abroad 
among the Greeks that a new age was about to dawn. 
But, of course, the most definite expectations were 
those of the Jewish Messiah and the humble souls 
like Zacharias, Simeon, and Anna, representing the 
faithful “remnant” were full of eager expectation, 
looking for redemption” and “waiting for the conso- 
lation of Israel” (2:25, 38). Zacharias spoke of 
Christ as “the dayspring from on high” (1:78). But 
none of these hopes, great and powerful though they 
were, except those of the faithful Jews, could be cen- 
tered in the birth of a little baby. Yet, as we now 
know, everything turned on that, and we may say 
to-day that the only hope for the individual and for 
the world is found connected with the Lord. 

Ill. The Golden Text 


Each word of the text (Luke 2:11) is full of d 
ne. Let us think of it by means of four ques- 
ions. | 

1. What? “A Saviour.” This shows the need of 
man through sin. Christ’ is primarily a Redeemer 
rather than a Teacher. 

2. Who? “Christ the Lord.” This teaches his deity, 
for only one who’ is God could save us from sin. 

_ 3. When? “This day.” Christ is a present Sav- 
iour, and “now is the accepted time.” - 

_ 4. Whose? “To you.” This. shows that his com- 
ing must be personal, received by each one of us. 
His birth and redemption are sufficient for all, but only 
efficient to those who receive him (John 1: 12). 


IV. Devotional Reading 


In Isaiah 11: 1-5 we have the striking contrast be- 
tween the first and second comings of Christ, between 
the babe and the king. 

1. The King’s Origin (v. 1): Lowly, royal, and yet 
Divine in power of growth. 

2. The King’s Character (v. 2): Divine equipment, 
Divine perception. 

3. The King’s Work (vs. 3-5): judging impartially, 
defending equitably, punishing severely. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


AN you tell, from the Bible alone, who was the 
Roman emperor at the birth of Christ? The 
Governor of Syria? The king of the Jews? 
_ 2. How many messages came from God by angels 
in preparation for and at the birth of Christ? How 
many dreams did God send at this time? 

3. Can you produce evidence from Scripture that 
Joseph and Mary intended to live permanently in 
Bethlehem (Judea) after the birth of Jesus? Why 
did they not carry out this intention? 

4. Why was Jesus Christ born? (1 Tim. 1:15.) 

5. What Old Testament Scriptures are directly 
quoted in the New Testament as being fulfilled at 
the first coming of the Lord Christ? 

_6. What is the significance in the fact that Jesus’ 
birth was first announced to the shepherds? 

_7. What is the significance in the fact that Jesus’ 
birth was announced in the night? 

_ 8. Show the particular features of Christianity 
indicated in the angel’s words (v. 12). 

9. What is the significance in the fact that Jesus 
wes born in a lowly place, and not in a palace? 

10. Is the truth about the eer as of Christ and 
the deity of Christ clear in your mind? 

11. What do you understand by the incarnation? 

12. Do you believe in the “immaculate concep- 
tion”? Do you know what it means? Did not Mary 
herself need a Saviour? (Luke 1: 47.) 

13. Judging from their writings, from whom do 
you think Matthew and Luke got their facts concern- 
ing the birth of Jesus? What differences — not 
contradictions—do you note between these two 
biographers, at this point? 
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Lesson for July 6 
Luke 2 : 7-20 


14. What is Luke called in Colossians 4:14? Do 
you see how significant it is that he wrote most about 
the birth of Christ? And that, too, the Virgin birth? 


15. Do you see how the public records of the im- 
perial Roman government identified the Lord Jesus 
as of Davidic descent? 


16. After the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 
could any one by genealogical record prove that 
they were of Davidic descent? 


17. Which event occurred first—the visit of the 
Wise Men or the presentation in the temple? 


18. Can you tell who were the authors of the four 
poems celebrating the coming of Christ,—or his 
infancy—and under what circumstances each was 
spoken? 

19, What is the force of writing “1924”.on our let- 
ters? 

_ 20. Who used the term “Gospel” first? What does 
it mean? 


Getting Started in Class 


HE Wise Men, with all their learning, had to 
A search and inquire for the Messiah. Herod the 
king, with all the wisdom of the kingdom at his dis- 
posal, did not know that Christ had been born or 
where he was. But to the simple-hearted shepherds 
'on the hills came, all unsolicited, the angelic an- 
‘nouncement of God's wondrous gift and of the place 
|where they might find their Saviour. We find later 
Christ Jesus himself saying, “I thank thee, O Father, 
‘Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
‘revealed them unto babes” (Matt. 11:25). Not that 
God puts a premium on ignorance, but he does de- 
light to reveal his.counsels to the simple, childlike 
heart that is “foolish” enough to trust him and 
“foolish” enough to belie: 2 what he says. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


_ “Barns” and “Inns.”—No room for them in the 
inn (v. 7). Tired, dirty, travel-worn, and “about all 
in” — did you ever arrive in a town and find there 
was a-convention or something going on and hotel 
clerk after hotel clerk snapped you off with,. “Full 
up’? There was “no room in the inn.” You know 
how you felt. It does not take an especially lively 
imagination to size up how the “Full up” slogan would 
strike the anxious couple so urgently in need of shel- 
ter and privacy. You and I are pretty good at in- 
venting things, excuses, yarns, and machines, but it 
would never have occurred to us to put in a situation 
like this if we were inventing a new religion back 
yonder in the Third Century, as old Mr. Scoffer so 
eloquently charges. Not much! We would have had 
the advent surrounded with all the noble architecture 
of royalty, just as ,Correggio and the old painters 
show. Instead of having the heavenly host singing 
to a lot of ordinary shepherds out on a hillside we 
inventors would have had them singing their “Glory 
to God in the highest” over a beautiful cradle of ivory 
draped with Egypt’s finest linen. Even to this day 
it is difficult to find room for Jesus at the “Inns.” 
Jesus has always come in at the “barn” (Luke 4: 18). 
It was the “barn” people who heard him gladly. It 
was the “Inn” people who hung him up out there on 
the Calvary Round Top. When there is a revival it 
is generally the “barn” folks, the coachman, the gar- 
dener, the chauffeur; the man-of-all-work and his fam- 
ily who “strike the trail.” Sometimes, but not often, 
some one from the Big House takes the Saviour in. 
The advent and the advance of Christ’s Kingdom has 
always been a “barn” proposition, from the Galilee 
fishing banks to Methodism and the Salvation Army. 
The young people’s societies and the Sunday-schools 
in rich neighborhoods usually languish and die. Old 
—_e doesn’t send his children. The “Inn” is too 
u 


After Two Thousand Years.—Peuce among men in 
whom he is well pleased (v. 14). “On earth peace, 
good will toward men,” and you have one of the rea- 
sons why the Authorized Version has such a grip 
on people. Did you ever hear an anthem with the Re- 
vised Version? “Good will toward men” and “Peace.” 
For almost two thousand years Jesus’ Gospel has been 
in the world, and good will toward men still remains 
as scarce as gold all up and down every Main Street 
and in almost every chancellery. “Look at the 
old cats over there,” said the young lady to me at 
the wedding, as she inclined her fan to a group of 
dames who had their heads together, “Maybe they 
are saying the nice things about her,” I suggested. 
“Not a bit of it, Mr. Ridgway, that bunch never says 
nice things about any one of their own sex.” 
will toward the neighbors! How about your competi- 
tor, that other fellow who is fighting his way through 
the world to win a living as well as you? “Yes, they 
are a pretty good concern, but —.” Good will toward 


Good * 
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the fellow pilgrim. How about the help in the house- 
hold? “They're all alike, what’s the use tryin’ to do 
anything for ’em!” Good will to.the folks below 
stairs. How about the “Lady of the House” and the 
“Boss”? “Look at the stuck up thing, will ya!” and 
“as for his Nibs, what does he care for us?” Good 
will toward “the Upstairs” and “the office.” Alas, 
what a lesson for all of us yet to learn, and which all 
of us have failed to learn after two thousand years 
of the religion of “Love your neighbor as yourself” 
(Luke 10: 27). 


Mother.—Buit Mary kept all these sayings, ponder- 
ing them in her heart (v. 19). Our first Mother Eve 
had no trunk in the attic, no drawer in the highboy, 
no holy of holies in which she stored away the little 
personalities of her babies. She had a secret place in 
the mother-heart of her where were carefully stored 
away all the nice little things about her baby boys, 
Cain and Abel, and all the others. From that first 
mother all down the ages heart pondering has been an 
inseparable part of motherhood. Mother Ridgway 
is in her nineties and as chipper as a debutante. When 
we go over to see her every Sunday she lives over 
again the old days. She loves to recite all the “cute” 
things of her “Little: Willie,” which she has pon- 
dered in her heart all these years. Among other things 
she tells Mrs. Ridgway, “Willie was a pretty boy, but 
he grew up plain.” However, she will not admit (as 
all the old Midway neighbors do!) that she never ex- 
pected me to turn out a Sunday-school specialist. The 
other day she sent me down a batch of my letters to 
her when I was away in school, and later in the store 
of my Hebrew boss, Abraham Reinheimer on Third 
Street, Philadelphia — wholesale notions. “Your nice 
letters,” she explained. By the way, if you are in- 
terested to account for me, I took my regular course 
in a Quaker College and my post graduate course with 
a Good Jew Merchant. You cannot beat that com- 
bination! One of the most successful concerns in 
Philadelphia is the Belmont Iron Works. That is a 
Quaker-Jew team, and going some! Yes, my mother 
treasured of her boy just as Mary did, and all mothers 
do. Say, men, it is an awful thing when a fellow 
jumps into that mother heart with both feet, and 
grinds its contents under his heels. It means- tor- 
ture. It means death, slow, lingering, gnawing death, 
worse than cancer. Come with me up to yonder ceme- 
tery on the hillside and I will take you to where sleep 
murdered mothers, yes, and murdered fathers, too (2 
Sam. 18: 33). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 





This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincipLeE or ApApTATION.—Both con- 
tent and method of teaching must be adapted to 
the capability of the pupil. 











LITTLE children and to humble folk the story 

of our Lord’s birth will always have an especial 
interest. That he came into the world as a little babe 
and was subject to the tender mother. love which the 
little ones still enjoy, offers for the primary teacher 
a basis for the lesson which She will know well how 
to employ. Classes of greater maturity may well 
contemplate the far-reaching and beneficent conse- 
quences flowing from this most important event in the 
history of our world. Adult classes, where the’ men 
and women of toil are represented, will find a point 
of contact with the story in the recognition of the 
shepherds in the announcement of his birth and in 
the circumstances surrounding it. It is saddening for 
us all to recall that though he had made reservation 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 6.—The Birth of Jesus ........ Foakesuaes Luke 2 : 7-20 
2. July 13—The Boyhood of Jesus ..........+. Luke 2 : 40-52 
3. July 20.—The Baptism of Jesus ............ Mark 1: 1-11 
4. July 27—The Temptation of Jesus ...... Matthew 4: 1-11 
s. August 3.—The First Disciples of Jesus ....John 1 : 35-51 
6. August 10.—The First Miracle of Jesus ...... John 2: 1-11 
7. August 17.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple. (May be 

used with Temperance Applications) ..... John 2 : 13-22 
8. August 24.—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus ...John 3: 1-77 
9. August 31.—Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman 


John 4 : 4-42 
10. September 7.—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son 
John 4 : 46-54 


11. September 14.—Jesus Driven from Nazareth Luke 4 : 16-30 
12. September 21.—Jesus Makes a Missionary Tour 

Mark 1 : 35-45 
13. September 28.—Review: Opening Period of Christ’s 
Ministry. 
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so long before in the inn of human life, there was 
such small place for him there, as well as in the literal 
inn to which he came. 

Naturally in the adult classes and among the more 
thoughtful who are readers, the subject of the birth 
of Jesus will awaken interest in the question of the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord, and the teacher of such 
classes will do well to prepare not only to meet ques- 
tions upon it but also to give concisely a clear state- 
ment of conviction concerning it. To do this it will 
be helpful, but not necessary, to read such an authori- 
tative deliverance as Orr’s “The Virgin Birth of 
Christ,” for there is also available in the sound relig- 
ious magazines of the day very helpful material; and 
readers of the Times will not overlook such discus- 
sions as the editorial of April 26, 1924, and the Christ- 
mas Number of 1922. We might as well meet the 
question of the miracle here as later, for here it be- 
longs, and for those mature enough to consider it 
we gain nothing by evading it. 

HuntTINGpon, Pa, 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


INCE this lesson has to do with the first advent 
of Christ into the world, there is abundant prophecy 
to be considered. 

In Eden, Jehovah had promised the — of the 
“seed of the woman” (Gen. 3:15), and with Seth, the 
child of Adam, the line of the seed began which is 
traced through all succeeding generations to Christ 
(Luke 3: 23-38). Jehovah had also promised to Abra- 
ham the world-wide blessing which would be realized 
only through the advent of Christ (Gen. 12: 1-3). 
Through Jacob, Jehovah gave promise of the coming 
of Shiloh (Gen. 49:10). To David He had promised 
that everlasting throne and kingdom which should be 
the portion of David’s Greater Son (2 Sam. 7: 1-17). 
Through Isaiah the most explicit promise had been 
made as to the virgin birth of Christ (Isa. 7:14). 
This prediction having been addressed to the whole 
house of David, was doubtless cherished by them 
throughout all their generations; for we are reminded 
that the Virgin Mary gave instant assent to the heavenly 
messenger concerning her part in the birth of the Mes- 
siah. Through Micah, Jehovah gave indication as to 
the place where Messiah should be born: “But thou, 
Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go- 
ings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” 
(Micah 5:2). 

When Messiah shall come, he must therefore be of 
the “seed of Abraham,” of the line of Judah, of the 
house of David, born of a virgin in Bethlehem of 
Judea. Such an identification could never be_estab- 
lished by any other than Jesus of Nazareth This is 
the serious problem confronting every Jew who is 
looking for another Messiah. d 

By comparing Matthew 10: 34 with Luke 2:14 we 
must conclude that Christ will bring peace on the 
earth only by His coming again (Isa. 9: 6, 7). 

Dattas, TEx. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


OOD tidings of great joy, which shall be to alf 

people ... and on earth peace, good will toward men 
(Luke 2: 10-14). The literal translation is, “which shall 
be to all the people,” to Jao, that is, to all the people of 
Israel. The completion of the good news comes in 
verse 14, where good will, that is, the good will of 
God (compare Luke 12: 32, “It is your Father’s good 
pleasure,” eudokesen, “to give you the kingdom’’), is 
pledged to anthropois, that is, to all men. Here we 
have indicated one of the laws of the Gospel, — “to 
the Jew first.” In a sense Luke’s two histories pre- 
sent this sequence,—the Gospel shows us the Jew’s 
opportunity and its rejection; the Acts, the evangeliza- 
tion of the Gentile world. 


And the glory of the Lord shone round about them 
.. ..48 born a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (vs. 9, 
11). Christ the Lord, kurios, of verse 11, born in Bethle- 
hem, is the same Lord whose angels and whose glory, 
doxan, are spoken of in verse 9. The word kurios, 
Lord, is used in the Septuagint to translate Jehovah. 
Jesus was the Jehovah of the Old Testament. These 
things, said Isaiah, when he beheld his (Christ’s) glory, 
doxan, the glory which now shone in the Bethlehem 
skies (the glory of the Lord shone round about them). 
Recall that Isaiah’s vision of Christ in glory (Isa. 6) 
was in the very year that Rome was founded. Now 
Rome was in its Augustan glory, had reached its 
apogee of splendor and power, and the Lord of glory 
lay in the Bethlehem crib. Yet he was still Christ the 
Lord, Lord both of the dead and ihe living, Lord ta 
whom every knee shall bow. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL ‘readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
: paid for each illustration accepted, an 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet expigining the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in anes. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the ext indicated 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 





For the lesson of December a1 illus- 
trations are desired on the optional 
Christmas lesson, not on Zaccheus. 


ee 


In the Dark.—By night (v. 8). 


“I can rejoice though midnight is upon me; 
I can be happy, though the sun is gone; 
It was at eve God walked of old with Adam, 
It was at night that Christ the Lord was 
; born.” 
—From The Swnday School Times. 
Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Third Class Travel — and Worse.— 
Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a@ manger (v. 12). 
One day I was to travel by train, says 
a well-known minister. I met a friend 
of mine, and told him where I was go- 
ing. He said: “I am going the same 
way, but will you join me at an inter- 
mediate station?” I looked out for him, 


and as he came forward I said, “What | 


class are you traveling?” . He held up 
- his first-class ticket. “Well,” I said, “I’ve 
got a third-class ticket, so if you are to 
travel with me, you must give up your 
first-class privilege.” He did so. I 
thought it gave us an illustration of a 
greater thing. Christ Jesus gave up his 
first-class privilege to travel on earth 
among third-class sinners. He took the 
lowly sinner’s place and abode with him. 
—From the Sunday Companion. Sent 
by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. 


Good Will that Means’ Something.— 
Good will toward men (v. 14, A. V.). 
Dr. Guthrie, in his autobiography, de- 
scribes an old Scotch parishioner at Air- 
birlot, “who died, as he lived, a curious 
mixture of benevolence and folly.” The 
lawyer who drew up his will, after writ- 
ing down several legacies of five hundred 
pounds to one person, a thousand to an- 
other, and so on, at last said: “But, Mr. 
. I don’t believe you have all that 
money to leave.” “Oh,” was the reply, 
“I ken that as well as you; but I just 
want to show them my good will.” But 
God’s “good will toward men,” is no 
mere pretense of bestowing gifts. It 
means that while on earth we may have 
“the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding,” and “joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.”—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. Prise illustration. 


Believing God’s Word.—The shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that is 
come to pass (v. 15). When preaching a 
Christmas sermon, the Rev. Daniel H. 
Martin brought out a striking fact that 
has escaped many. He called attention 
to what the shepherds in the field said 
to one another after the angel had brought 
them definite word about the birth of a 
“Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” They 
did not say, “Let us go and see if this 
thing is come to pass.” They said, “Let 
us go and see this thing that is come to 
pass.” What a world of difference be- 
tween the two ways of taking God’s 
word!—From the Expositor. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y., 
by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, 
Lancashire, Eng., and by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Norbury, London, Eng. 


And Only One.—!/ bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy (Golden Text). “Six- 
years-old tiptoed softly up to the little 
low crib where one of this world’s very 
latest hopes was lying throned and 
swathed in the coverlets that love had 
sewn for its coming. Big broether’s face 
was gravely intent, his eyes bright and 
shining. He stooped far over, and gazed 
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down at that wrinkled, peevish bit of a 
face. ‘Now, baby brother,’ he whispered 
into one tiny red ear half hid by the clus- 
tering black hair, ‘tell me about God be- 
fore you forget.’” “If only we grown- 
ups could remember,” comments the 
writer. And he adds: “There was One 
once who did.”—Taken by the Methodist 
Recorder from Collier’s Weekly. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“It came upon the midnight clear.” 

“Oh, come all ye faithful.” 

“Angels, from the realms of glory.” 

“Sunshine in the soul.” 

“Hark, the herald angels sing.” 

“O little town of Bethlehem.” : 

“Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning.” 

“Angels, from the realms of glory.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsbureh.) 
“Christ the Lord (237 :1, 3). 

Psalm 118 : 1-4, 24-26; Luke 2: 11. 
“I Come, I Come” (8:2, 3). 
Psalm 40 : 6-10, 16. 
“What Manner of Love” (207 : 2, 3). 
Psalm 103 : 13-18; 1 John 3:1. 
“The King Supreme” (3: 1-3). Psalm 2: 1-12, 
“His Name Abides” (153 : 1-3). 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
it is wonderful to us to remember that we 
are among those for whose eternal life thou 
didst come into the world. Thou didst come 
to seek and to save that which was lost, 
and without thee how utterly lost and hope- 
less all of us would be! Indeed, thou didst 
confirm the tidings of great joy brought to 
earth when thou didst come to be among 
mem for thou hast brought life and joy, and 
the good news of thy saving power to our dark 
world, and hence we have the assurance of 
that life which is alone of thee. We thank 
thee to-day for the privilege of taking- up 
once more a close study of thy-earthly life, 
and we pray that we may do so with humble 
and teachable hearts. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In the Golden Text 
for to-day there are two words that 


Psalm 72: 1-8. 





have come down through the ages to 
touch us right here in this school, — 
the words “to you.” Shall we say the 
Golden Text together? Yes, let us never 
forget that the message is to you, and 
to you, and to you. He is our blessed 
Lord Jesus. He came to you, and to me, 
that we might live, and the joy of that 
birth of the little baby in Bethlehem, 
born of the Virgin Mary, was not ended 
among the people of his own land, but 
how far, how wonderfully far, that joy 
has gone over the earth! And it has 
come to you, and to me: I wonder if you 
have just quietly thought, when you have 
been all alone, just what the coming of 
the Lord Jesus in the world has meant 
to you? We never could tell the whole 
history of just what his coming has meant 
to each one of us, but we can remember 
that coming, and praise God for it, and pass 
on the glad message to others. Are you 
doing this to-day, after such a wonderful 
lesson as this has been? Let us pray. 





TO YOU IS OFFERED 


Ay WONDERFUL Saati 


PRAISE GOD! 











For Teachers of Children 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—The birthday of 
Jesus is the most important in all 
the world. 


Notes.—To-day’s lesson begins nine 
months of “Harmony of the Gospels,” 
which children- cannot understand, there- 
fore selected stories are suggested for 
the children. 

A look backward and forward shows 
that the same Scripture portion was 
the lesson for December 23, 1923, 
and for December 21, 1924, with the 
same memory verse. The birth-of Jesus 
seems more appropriate for the Christ- 
mas season than for early July. As it 
is suggested for to-day’s lesson’ portion, 
it may be approached from an entirely 
different angle in view of the prevailing 
atmosphere and the universal interest of 


The Lesson Cartoon for This -Week 

















JUNE 21, 1924 


children in the nation’s birthday just 
past. 

Emphasis may be continued upon the 
truth of last Sunday’s memory verse that 
“Righteousness exalts a nation, while sin 
brings a reproach,” or trouble. 


Suggestions—Can each child tell the , 


date of your own birthday? It is usually 
remembered by your family and a few 
friends. Children love a birthday party. 

During the past week the United 
States remembered the birthday of its na- 
tion. What was the date? How do 
people celebrate? With flags, processions, 
parades, music, speeches, picnics, and 
other ways. Every person should know 
and sing “America.” 

Who is our chief ruler? What does 
our flag mean? -Many children love to 
sing: 

“I know three little sisters, 
I think you know, them too, 
For one is red and one is white, 
And the other one is blue. 
Chorus: 
“Hurrah for three little sisters, 
Hurrah for the red, white, and blue. 
“I know three little lessons, 
These little sisters tell, 
The first is love, then purity, 
And truth we love so well.” (Chorus.) 


Every person who does right, helps the 
nation; every person who does wrong. 
harms it. Even a child maketh himself 
known by his doings, whether his work 
be pure and whether it be right. 

Every nation celebrates its birthday and 
remembers the birthdays of some of its 
— men, like Washington and Lin- 
coln. 

There is one birthday more important 
than any of these: 


“In the little village of Bethlehem, 
There came a child one day; 
And the stars shone: bright 
With a holy light 
O’er the place where Jesus lay. 
Hallelujah! Oh, how the angels sang! 
Hallelujah! how it rang! 
And the stars shone bright 
With a holy light — 
*Twas the birthday of a King.” 


Repeat John 3:16. No other birthday 
is remembered by so many people in so 
many places as the birthday of. Jesus. 

What year is this? Did you ever 
think that we name our years and date 
our letters in memory of Jesus’ birth- 
day? The story of such a birthday 
should be known. by every child. It is 
found in the Bible in Luke 2: 7-20. (Tell 
it.) It was then that the angel spoke 
the message, “I. bring you good tidings 
4 great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple.’ 


-Prorta, Int, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “Behold, the handmaid of the Lord.” 
2. “Behold, . - a Saviour, who is 





Christ the Lord.” 











GIRL-MOTHER and her baby! 
kA There are other marvelous phases of 
this “greatest event in the world’s his- 
tory,” but surely our girls will love best 
to center their thoughts on this phase—on 
her, and on Him! There are two most 
beautiful pictures in the two words from 
Luke’s story (as quoted above) which 
not only sum up the heart of the lesson, 
but hold to each other an essentially vital 
connection. Can you show these two pic- 
tures to your girls and help them to find 
that vital connection? 

1. Here is the first picture as one 
sixteen-year-old girl saw it, when study- 
ing the life of the Lord—in her exact 
words : 

After picturing the sleepy little town 
of Nazareth and Mary’s village home 
there, she brings to her little garden a 
tired traveler, in-whom Mary did not at 
once recognize the “shining angel,” be- 
fore whom “Mary’s eyes widened, grew 
fearful and she drew back.” 

“Hail, “Mary, thou art blessed amorig 
aoe The girl’s eyes grew larger 
still. 

“Fear not,” said the angel, “thou hast 





wave 





\ 





Ren as 





5. 


Lesson for July 6 
Luke 2: 7-20 


found favor with God.” He spoke on, 
unfoiding the plan of God for Mary — 
wonderful, awe-inspiring, terrifying. 
There was silence in the garden when 
he had finished. Mary stood with eyes 
lowered, thinking. Suddenly her’ face 
lighted, and she fell upon her knees: 
“Behold, the handmaid of the Lord.” 

A slow smile spread upon the face of 
the angel and he left her so, kneeling 
among the flowers, her eyes with a new 
light in them, and a strange radiance 
about her. 


“Behold,” she cried, as kneeling there the 
flowers kissed her hand; 

“J am the handmaid of the Lord, the King 
of every. land!” 


She did not count the cost to her, nor cared 
for neighbor’s thought — 

“JT am the handmaid of the Lord’ —all else 
to her was nought. 


And so it was through all her life, just as it 
was that day: 

She was the handmaid of the Lord, though 
hard and rough the way. 

And thus through willingness to do whate’er 
the Lord should ask, 

No matter what the cost to her, no matter 
what the task— 


Received that blessing sweeter. than the 
world has found no other: 

She was the handmaid of the Lord —and 

| Jesus called her “Mother.” 


2. Can your girls—as young as Mary 
of Nazareth —see that, in God’s power, 
it was through this girl’s sweet accept- 
ance of God’s will and plan for her life 
—at who knows what sacrifice — that 
this same angel could bring to those 
watching shepherds that other message, 
“Behold, . . . a Saviour who is Christ 
the Lord” is here? : 

Who knows what blessing God is wait- 
ing to bestow upon this world through 
such an acceptance of his will by one of 

our own girls? And the blessing for 
herself ? Well, show her His own words 
that “whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father, he is my brother, and sister, and 
mother” (Matt. 12:50). 


; Home Study 

Study the following Scriptures for a 
fuller view of Mary of Nazareth: Luke 
1: 26-56;: Matthew 1: 18-25; Luke chap- 
ter 2; Matthew 2:1-18; John 2: 5-12; 
Mark 6: 1-6; 3: 31-35; Matthew 27:55, 
56, 61; John 19: 25-27; Acts 1: 14. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Getting a good start. 

Discussion: What most clearly showed 
the faith of the shepherds? What were 
the most important things told to the 
shepherds by the angels? 

Objective: Give Jesus his proper place 
in your program. 











AY, fellows, here is where we start 
for a nine-months’ trip. It can be 
the finest, best trip you ever took. Let’s 
get-a good start. There’s a lot in start- 
ing right. You fellows know that. One 
of the poorest proverbs I ever heard is, 
“A bad beginning makes a good ending.” 
It is generally quoted on an occasion 
when somebody has made a false start 
and is trying to straighten up and try 
over. It is all right to straighten, up 
and try over, but don’t you believe that 
a good ending is secured by a bad start. 
Never. Wild oats sown in youth bring 
devil grass for reaping, no matter how 
much a fellow straightens up and after- 
wards gets on the right track. A friend 
and I booked for passage across the At- 
lantic last summer on the Leviathan, but 
we had to get tothe dock and be on the 
ship ahead’of the starting time. We 
wanted to be so sure of it that we ar- 
rived at New York the day before. 
Next day we crossed the gangplank at 
eight o’clock, though the time of the ves- 
sel’s departure was ten A. M. Five min- 
utes too late would have canceled that 
sailing for us, and we were taking no 
chances. Oh, yes, there was a wealthy 
Irishman and his little girl who reached 
the dock too late, and were transferred 
from a tug in the middle of North River 
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while the Leviathan was getting her nose 
pointed downstream with: the help of 
seven other tugs. But he was a wealthy 
ranchman from Venezeula and had bought 


a castle and a great estate not far from| pe 


Queenstown, and he had a new Cadillac 
loaded in the steerage. He had the means 
of overcoming his bad start. 
it would simply have meant to stand on 
the pier and whisper “good-bye” —if not 
something more emphatic. 

This nine-months’ trip we are entering 
upon, fellows, is a study of the life of 
our Lord, and we are starting with his 
birth. ‘Let’s start as the shepherds did. 
That was the very best of beginnings, be- 


cause it was a beginning in Faith. The. 


angel told them the Christ was born over 
there in Bethlehem according to the Word 
of God and they would find the babe in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And they said to each other, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing that is come to pass.” And they 
went in a hurry and found the babe, as 
the angel had said, and acknowledged 
their allegiance to the Messiah who had 
arrived in accordance with divine proph- 


ecy. 

That was the start, fellows; and the 
next thing they did was to tell_it. What 
good for the Messiah —the Saviour of 
mankind —to arrive if folks didn’t know 
about it? And the shepherds “made 
known the saying which was spoken to 
them about this child,” and they “returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seén.” 

Yes, they returned to their sheep, but 
they returned telling it. One need not 
neglect his duties to be a witness for 
Christ. No, sir, he can return telling it. 
Neither has any one of us the right to 
engage in any: business that crowds Jesus 
out of our program. He was crowded 
out of. the Inn that night in Bethlehem. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





He Birth of Jesus 
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Plenty of room for folks of influence 
and wealth and standing, but no room 
for Jesus. 
Fellows, wouldn’t you have hated to 
the man who kept a hotel where 
there was no room for Christ? Well, 
there might have been some excuse for the 
Bethlehem innkeepers that night. Maybe 
Joseph had not sent ahead and made res- 


| ervations; maybe the managers had no 
| way of knowing what a momentous thing 


was about to happen when that couple 
came so late in the afternoon asking 
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room for themselves and beast. But, fel- 
lows, you and I can never claim any such 
excuse. We know. Let’s not make the 
fatal mistake of failing to make room 
in our arrangements for Jesus Christ. 
Plenty of room. Yes, let’s give him a 
large place—one that is worthy of the 
Son of God. Then we shall live a big 
life — for him! 

But above all things, fellows, let’s start 
right, by believing all that God’s Word 
tells us about his birth. 

Greensporo, N. C, 








Lesson 40. July 6. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
David and Jonathan. 


Golden Text.—He that maketh many friends doeth it to his own destruction; 
But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. —Prov. 18: 24 


=] 


I Samuel 18-21 














' Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 


41. July 13.—David’s Exile ...... 1 Sam. 22-24 
42. July 20.—Sin* and Sentence of Saul 


1 Sam. "26-31 

43. July 27—David Becomes King of 
FOGG. os cessciddcercocsscessocscecs 2 Sam. 1-4 

44. Aug. 3.—War With the Philistines 


2 Sam. 5, 6 
4s. Aug. 10—The Davidic Covenant 

d 2 Sam. 7-10 

46. Aug. 17.—David’s Sin and Repentance 
2 Sam. 11, 12 
47. Aug. 24.—Absalom’s Rebellion .2 Sam. 15-19 

48. Aug. 31.—David’s Sin in Numbering 
TIN beanie Vit bree hgoinsvenessnenats 2 Sam. 24 
49. Sept. 7—Solomon Made King ..1 Kings 1-3 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


N THE Septuagint, 1 Samuel is called 

“the first book’ of the Kingdom,” 
which, judged by its historical purpose, 
is in accord with Scripture. But, orig- 
inally, 1 and 2 Samuel were one book, 
giving both the genesis and the estab- 
lishment. of “The Kingdom” in Israel; 
David, and not Samuel, being the prin- 
cipal figure and the narrative centering 
in “the Davidic covenant” (2 Sam. 7: 1- 
29). 1 Samuel presents the genesis of 
“The Kingdom” in three parts: (1) In- 
troduction (1:1 to 7:17), subject — 


, Samuel, Prophet, Priest, and Judge; (2) 





| “The Kingdom” set up in Israel (8:1 to 


15:35), subject-— Samuel and the Peo- 
ple’s King; (3) “The Kingdom” in dis- 
tress (16:1 to 31:73), subject — Jeho- 
vah’s King chosen, anointed, and rejected. 
“The Kingdom,” as always, is the theoc- 
racy; that is, Jehovah is himseif the 
King, and the man upon the throne is 
but his representative. 
Historical Setting 

The lesson background consists of 
common court intrigue. The course of 
events for David is easily traced: first 
popularity, when the king seemed to de- 
sire it; later he is feared and deserted 
when under the royal frown (Prov. 16: 
14; 19:12; 20:2; 24:21-24). David's 
anointing was, probably, unknown at first 
to Saul, the enmity between Judah and 
Benjamin (see Judg. 19:1, 14; 20:18) 
would hide it; finally it came out, in- 
creasing Saul’s rage (20:15, 31; 24:20; 
26:25), and awakening Jonathan’s faith 
(23: 17). 


Geography 


Gibeah of Saul (9:4; 15:34), the cap- 
ital during Saul’s reign, was just north 


of Jerusalem and situated upon a hill, ; 


as its name, which means “a hill,” in- 
dicates; it was in the territory of Ben- 
jamin, that land of numerous rugged hills 
with narrow stony valleys between. 
Nearer Jerusalem, on the main highway, 
was the priestly city of Nob and a few 
miles beyond it to the south was Bethle- 





hem. Fleeing again to his father’s house 
(20: 6, 28), David would remember Doeg, 
the Edomite (21:7; 22:9, 22) and, 
driven by fear, would turn west, through 
the rocky pass down to “the valley of 
Elah” (17:19) and beyond it to the vi~ 
Cinity of Gath; here he was captured 
and brought before its king (21:14, 15; 
comp. title to Psa. 56).. 


How to Study this Lesson 


His victory over Goliath brought two 
dominant factors into David’s life: (1) 
the sudden popularity which was his un- 
doing (18: 6-9); (2) the mighty friend 
who was his support (18: 1-4). In the for- 
mer is to be seen the testing of God; in 
the latter, God’s encouragement. It is 
supposed that Jonathan was forty, and 
David seventeen, years of age when this 
remarkable friendship _o (comp. 19: 
2, 4; 20:4, 9, 17, 34; 2 Sam. 1: 25, 26). 
Love is of varied quality; Saul loved Da- 
vid (16:21), for what it brought him, 
but Jonathan stripped himself (18:1, 4; 
John 3: 20, 30; 1 Coe, 13:5). 

How many times did David and Jona- 

than covenant? Trace how the agree- 
ment enlarged from time to time. Did 
David keep the covenant? (20: 14, 15, 42; 
2 Sam. 9: 1-13; 16: 1-4; 19: 20-30; 21: 
7.) Jonathan, heir to the throne, may 
symbolize that secular power which must 
submit to David’s greater son (Dan. 7: 
14; Rev. 11:15). 
_ It is no fault of David’s that popular- 
ity proved his undoing (comp. 18: 5, 14 
16, 30). Saul’s downward course (18:8, 
Q, II, 12, 15, 17, 20-22, 26; 19: 11) is set 
in contrast with David’s behavior. Why 
did David’s harp lose its power? (18: 
10, II; comp. 16:23; Prov. 27:4.) 
Through exile and suffering (26: 18-20; 
27:1), David finds a throne; but Jona- 
than returns to the rejected king (20: 
2, 3, 13, 33, 42) and, with him, finds death 
on Gilboa (31: 2-4; comp. Luke 22: 28- 
30; Heb. 13:13; Rev. 14:4, second sen- 
tence; 1 Sam. 22:2; 1 Chron. 11: 10; 12: 
1, 2, 8 18, 18, 22). 

Rejected by man, David is cast upon 
God: Was Samuel able to save him? (19: 
18-24; contrast 2° Kings 1:9-15.) If 
protected by God, why did he flee to Jon- 
athan? (20:1.) Was he able to pro- 
tect him? (20:2, 4, 9, 16, 17, 32-34, 42.) 
Is David blameless with Ahimelech? (21: 
I, 2, 8; comp. 22: 9-23.) Note, however, 
that judgment was executed (comp. 2: 
30-33), and stubborn Saul deprived 
(comp. 28:15; Prov. 29:1; Psa. 49: 
12, 20) of what David got (23:6, 9-12). 
From the results of lack of faith (21: 
10 to 22:1) God delivers David (comp. 
2 Sam. 22: 1-7, 17-20, 51). 

David declares the shewbread (Exod. 
25:30; Lev. 24: 5-9) to be “in a manner 
common” (21:5, 6) ; the high priest quib- 
bles and yields (21:4, 6; comp. 2:29); 
our Lord confirms and applies (Matt. 12: 
3-8) the va org character of incident 
and words (23:2; Acts 2:30) beyond 





For the next seven weeks the “ Whole 
Bible” lessons will be about David. A most 
helpful book that will throw much light on 
this man after God's own heart is,“ The 
Many Sided David,” by Philip E. Howard. 
It may be obtained from The Sunday School 
Times Company at $1.15, postpaid. 
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How to Get Two Books Free 


RE you planning to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school building, 
A or to reorganize your church activities this year? 

Times believes that it can save you time and expense, and help you solve 
your problems. It can, for instance, put into your hands free booklets giving you 
the latest standard methods in church and Sunday-school architecture, as well as 
direct you also to other books that you may wish to purchase and that may have 
a very definite bearing on your problem. Furthermore, the Times can put you in 
touch quickly with supply and equipment firms who can give you pointers as to the 
best way in which to perform your constructive piece of work. For instance, if 
you wish to take a large space in an old church or Sunday-school building and 
partition it into rooms for teachers, The Sunday School Times can direct you as 
to where to get the best partitions. And in a score or more of ways, of which this 
is but an instance, the Times can render you valuable service. ; ; 

So confident is it of this, that if you will fill out and sign the questionnaire 
printed below, The Sunday School Times will send you, with its compliments, any 
two of the booklets here listed, most of them about fifty pages each, provided the 
equipment you intend to purchase will amount to $200 or more, 


You May Select Any Two of These Books 
(Please check the two you desire.) 


Young People and the Church, by Ex-President Woodrow Wilson. 

How We Won and Held a Large Attendance, five prize-contest articles. 
Your Sunday-School Convention, nine prize-contest articles. 

What Should Determine Our Christian Fellowships? by Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Praying Hyde, by the Rev. F. A. McGaw. 

Evolution and the Supernatural, by the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
The Strategic Value of Prayer, by Gordon Watt. 

Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? by Robert Dick Wilson, 

The Bible and Its Enemies, by William Jennings Bryan. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, by C. E. Arnold. 


To secure these books please fill out this 


Questionnaire 

Have you started to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school, or will you do 

SO GUTINE QQ T oii i ec SU 0 ba cece chee ewe erettectecessos SEE eee Tk 
What will be the new seating capacity? .......... Cost $......... . 
What will be the floor space? .......... hia tai Ve AS dak oray ees Siw nee ee 
Shall you build an addition, or remodel your present building? ............ eens 
Shall you need rolling or folding partitions? .........+e+seeeeeeeeeeeeeees a.ctas 
Give further details .....c.ccccccccsccccecccce Pree re te ere rate ee dives 
Shall you purchase any of the following equipment? ......-....s+eeeeee sb See winrone we 
Acousticon Flags (United States, etc.) 


Addressing Equipment 
Attendance Devices 
Bibles and Testaments 
Bible Charts and Maps 
Bible Class Register Boards 
Blackboards 
Bulletin Boards (Inside, Outside) 
Card Indexes 
Cards for All Occasions 
Church Acoustics 
Church and Sunday-school Orchestra 
Church Bells / 
Church Cushions and Hassocks 
Church Ear-Phones 
Church Furniture 
Chairs for Sunday-school 
Pews 
Tables for Class Use 
Church Organs 
Class Pins 
Class Records 
Coliection Plates 
Communion Supplies 
Dictating Machines 
Duplicating Machines 
Duplex Envelopes 
Filing Cabinets and Indexes 


Hand-work 

Honor Rolls 

Hymn Books (Song Books) 
Hymn Book Racks 

Lesson Helps (Books, etc.) 
Maps : 

Marking Systems for Classes 
Memorial Tablets for Service Men 
Mite Boxes 

Mottoes, .etc. 

Moving Picture Machines 
Offering Boxes (Mite Boxes) 
Partitions (Rolling and Folding) 
Pennants and Banners 
Pianos for Sunday-school 
Picture Rolls 

Postcards (Bible Verses) 
Pulpit Bibles 

Pulpit Lamps and Clocks 
Pulpit Gowns (Choir Gowns) 
Radio Equipment 

Registry Boards 

Scripture Calendars 

Special Music 

Stereopticons and Slides 
Typewriters 

Wall Tinting and Decorating 





From whom do you expect to purchase the above? ............ cece eee e eee cimate 
Approximately how much will your new equipment, as checked above, cost? =.... 


SOSH Hee HEHEHE HHH HEHE SHEE HEHEHE HHH HSE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE SHH EE HEHEHE EEE EEEEE 


SESS eee ee HEHEHE SHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE RHEE EEE EES 
Peewee eee HEHEHE Ree HHE HEHEHE EEE EHH HEHEHE HEH HEHEHE HES ERE HHO EERE HEHEHE EEE 


Denomination 


ee | 


Please state any further information wh'ch you think would be of value 


CRS EH HEE HEHEH HEHEHE EHH EES HEHEHE HEHEHE ERE SEE EEE EEE 
SOSH SSH HEHEHE EH EHH EHH HEE HEHEHE EEE HEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEE EHH EEE ERE HEH HEHEHE EEE 


eee ee ee ee ee ee | 


Please write plainly, without using abbreviations, and address The Sunday 
School Times Service Department, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Sunday School 
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How to Master This Lesson 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


David’s thought (comp. John 11: 49-52; 
1 Peter 1:10-12). God being absent 
(Exod. 25: 22; 1 Sam. 4: 11, 21; 7:2; 1 
Chron. 13:3), tabernacle ritual was 
empty form until later restored. 


Other Scripture 


Psalm 59 should be studied with 109: 
11; Psalm 52 with 21:7 and connections 
(22; 9-23); and Psalm 56 with 21: 10- 
15; in each case, the title of the Psalm 
connects it with the incident. Psalm 142 
sums up David’s experience (note Rin 
and reveals a turning-point; henceforth 
God alone is his hope. 

Difficulties 

Saul prophesied, —that is, he spoke 
by inspiration, not necessarily predicted,— 
whether by evil spirit (18:10) or from 
God (19:23, 24); apparent difficulties 
vanish in the light of Scriptural views of 
prophecy. The first incident is demon 
possession (comp. Lev. 20:27; 1 Sam. 
28:9; 1 Kings 22:22; Acts 16:16),—a 
fearful thing; in the other, God awakens 
thoughts of his past (10:6, 10-13) to win 
him from evil. . In the face of the Lord’s 
assertion (Matt. 12:3) we must not 
charge David with a he (21:2). De- 
moni2cs and mad people were believed 
to be protected by the gods (21:14, 15). 
Reference Literature - ; 

“The Annotated Bible, Joshua-Chron- 
icles,” by A. C. Gaebelein (Publication 
office, Our Hope, New York, $2) ; “Many 
Sided David,” by Philip E. Howard( The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.15); “Christ in the Bible,” Vol. 5, by 
A. B. Simpson (Christian Alliance Pub- 
lishing Co., New York City, $1.25); 


‘Synthetic Bible Studies,” by James M.- 


Gray, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $2.25). 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Teachers of Children 
' By Kate Tarlton 


AVID, the shepherd king of Israel, 

did hts daily tasks cheerfully an 
gladly, and was given greater tasks to do. 
He was a boy after God’s own heart. 

News of David’s victory in killing Go- 
liath spread all through the camp of Is- 
rael. Saul inquired to find out who the 
young man was, and took.him that day 
to live in his own house. Saul’s son, 
Jonathan, was about forty years of age 
and David just in his teens, but they loved 
each other with great devotion.. So they 
made a covenant, each pledging the other 
his love and friendship for life. Jona- 
than took his robe and garments and put 
them on David, gave him his sword, his 
girdle and his bow. This was a very 
great honor —to receive any part of the 
dress of a sovereign. David went wher- 
ever Saul told him to go and behaved 
himself so wisely that Saul put him in 
charge of the’soldiers. And all the peo- 
ple loved David. 

After the victory over the Philistines, 
the women of the cities went out to meet 
King Saul, singing and dancing as was 
their custom. Read the song they sang 
in 1 Samuel 18:7. Saul was very angry 
when he heard them, and jealous, for he 
was afraid David would take his place as 
king. So he watched David closely. And 
one day when David was playing on his 
harp to quiet him, Saul threw a spear at 
him twice, but God protected David. Saul 
realized then that the Lord was with Da- 
vid and no longer with him, and he 
feared David. Saul moved David from 
his own court and made him a captain. 
“But all Israel and Judah loved David” 
because he was such a noble young man. 
Contrast Saul’s envy and jealousy with 
jonathan’s unselfishness. 

Saul began plotting to get David killed. 
His daughter, Michal, and David loved 
each other, and Saul gave his consent 
for them to marry. Instead of a dowry 
for his bride, Saul asked David to go 
and kill a hundred Philistines, hoping he 
would be killed. Instead of a hundred, 
David killed two hundred. So Saul was 
more afraid than ever, for he knew. God 
was with David. 

Saul told Jonathan and his servants to 
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kill David (1 Sam. 19:1). Jonathan told 
David his father was going to kill him. 
Then he went to his father and begged 
him to spare David, showing him that 
David had done no sin, but rather had 
risked his life and defeated the Philis- 
tines. ; 


Saul promised that David should live 


‘| and brought him back into his court (vs. 


6,7). Soon after that the evil spirit came 
on Saul, and he threw his spear at Da- 
vid, but missed him. So, during the night, 
David ran away to his home. Saul sent 
messengers to watch his house until morn- 
ing that they might kill him, but Michal, 
his wife, helped him escape. ‘In verses 
12-17 read how she fooled the messen- 
gers. 

Show how the spirit of the Lord pro- 
tected David (vs. 18-25). 

Learn chapter 20 and weave it into a 
beautiful story, teaching a lesson of un- 
selfish love and constant friendship. 

All the world has been helped by the 
beautiful love of Jonathan and David. 
The Bible tells us of a love greater than 
the human love of friend for friend. It 
is the sacrificial love of God our Father, 
who sent his Son Jesus Christ to earth 
to die for poor lost sinners that they 
might live (Rom. 5: 6-8; John 3:16). 


Memory Verses 


Beginners: 1 Samuel 18:12, “And the. 
Lord was with David.” 


Primary: 1 Samuel 18: 3. 
Junior: 1 Samuel 18:1; 18: 12, 
Fort Worth, Tex. 





[ Children at Home 





Grumbly Gopher’s Stripes 
By Josephine E. Toal 


€ Poet GOPHER had slept well 
in his: warm little bed of corn silk 
and grass down in the long, winding bur- 
row underground. He had had a good 
breakfast, too, from the store of corn 


d| kernels Mother Gopher had brought in 


her cheek pouches for her family of seven 
little striped babies. Grumbly Gopher 
really had nothing to grumble about that 
morning, but grumble he did: “Why 
can’t I go out? Who wants to stay in 
this dark hole forever? I want to see © 
the world outside. I am big enough now 
to look out for myself.” 

. He really had gone on that way ever 
since the day his mother had allowed him 
to follow her up to the front door of 
the burrow and get a peep at the bright, 
beautiful things above. . 

“Just see how I have grown,” he 
urged, stretching- his slender little five- 
inch body beside his mother’s seven 
inches. “I’m nearly as big as you are, 
mother, and my tail is only a little 
shorter.” 

“Well, well,” Mrs. Gopher admitted, 
“I don’t know but you are coming on. 
Perhaps this would be a good day for 
your first outing. I have not seen any 
of those wick boys about this morn- 
ing. Come with me.” 

She led him up to. the doorway, 
where she poked her round nose 
cautiously out and looked sharply in 
every direction. . “Now follow. me. 
Keep close to my heels,” she ordered, 
running, oh, so swiftly over the green . 
grass, across to the soft, black corn 
ground. 

How good the rush of fresh air felt to 
Grumbly’s tiny ears! How delicious the 
warmth of the sunshine! How lovely 
to run like that! 

In the cornfield Mother Gopher stop- 
ped short and sat up straight as a post 
while she took another sharp look about. 
Then, with a satisfied little whistle, she 
dropped down and began to dig, her two 
front paws making the dirt fly ike fun. 

Grumbly dug, too, in great delight. One, 
two, three, four kernels they found and 
stowed them away in the furry pockets 
on either side of their mouths. They 
found ‘another hill and robbed that. 
Mother Gopher had just uncovered a third 
hill when a sound startled her. 


a 











Lesson for July 6 
Luke 2 : 7-20 


oe Quick!” she cried. “Run, 
un 

Across the meadow in a flash they shot, 
to the safety of their own doorway. 

“What was it?” Grumbly gasped, once 
they were inside. He was panting with 

. fright, his long, straight whiskers, stick- 
| ing out on either side of his face, quiver- 
ing with excitement. 

“I heard a dog coming,” Mother Gopher 
replied. ‘Always when you hear a dan- 
ger sound, run straight for home, and 
don’t go out again for a long time, then 
leave by the back door.” 

rumbly was so glad to be safe home 
that he cuddled right down with his 
brothers and sisters and soon was sound 
asleep. When he woke his mother was 
ne. She had to keep busy bringing 
ome the food for her big, growing fam- 


ily. 

” Grianlily rubbed his eyes and yawned. 
“What a stupid, dark place this is,” he 
grumbled. “Why should I stay here when 
it is so nice outside? Surely I can look 
out for myself. I know it all now.’ 

By and by he crept quietly up to the 
door and peeped out. Over on the other 
side of the green meadow he could see 
the black line where the corn field be- 
gan. He could almost taste the sweet 
kernels. So eager was he that he forgot 
to take a cautious look about as his 
mother had done. With a happy little 
whistle, he was off. 

Suddenly he saw, running straight 
toward him across the green meadow, a 
terrible two-legged creature with a stick 
in his hand. Grumbly knew at once it 
was one of those wicked boys his mother 
had _ seen. 

In terror he dodged about and sped 
back to his home even faster than he 
had run that other time. A blow from 
the boy’s stick struck the doorway just 
A the tip of Grumbly’s tail vanished in- 
side. 

Frightened as Grumbly was, and glad 
to get home alive, as soon as his heart 
stopped going pit-a-pat he wanted to peek 
out the door, Forgetting his mother’s 
advice about waiting a long time and 
then trying the back way, he slipped up 
~ front hall and put his eager nose out- 
side. 

Just a glimpse of a white cord around 
the doorway, and the next instant Grum- 
bly Gopher was swinging by the neck 
at the end of that cord, with two ter- 
rible boy creatures shouting over him. 

Shivering with fright and half choked, 
Grumbly passed some terrible minutes. 
He was sure he would never see his 
brothers and sisters again. He was think- 
ing of how his mother would feel if he 
never came back, when he felt the cord 
loosen about his neck. 

It didn’t ‘take him a quarter of a sec- 
ond then to slip his head out of the 
snare, and in a twinkling he had disap- 
peared down into the burrow, the gladdest 
gopher on the prairie. 

Now, of course Grumbly never knew 
how he happened to get away from that 
snare. He thought that he saved him- 
self. But this is how it was: The boys 
saw the thirteen light and dark stripes 
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Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
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running down his soft fur coat and the 
little squares of white between. 
“Why,” they said, “his coat is a reg- 
ular flag. Surely he must be a good 
American because of his stripes. We 
cannot harm him so long as he is covered 
by the flag.” And so they set him free. 


New Ricumonp, WIs. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





July 13. Abolish War! Why? How? Isa. 
221-4. 

July 20. Being a Good Neighbor. Luke 
10 : 30-37. 

July 27. Zeal: Getting It, Guiding It, Guard- 


ing It. Isa. 6:7-9; John 2:17; Rev. 3: 
14-16, 
August 3. In His Steps. VIII. How Jesus 


Treated Enemies. Luke 23 : 34; Matt. 5: 
43-48. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, July 6 
In His Steps. VII. How Jesus Treated 
Friends (John 15 : 13-15; Luke 10: 
38-42). (Consecration meeting) 








Mon.—When friends interfere (Matt. 16: 
21-28). 

Tues.—Teaching for friends (Matt. 13: 
36-43). 

Wed.—An inner circle (Matt. 17 : 1-8). 

Thurs.—Service for friends (John 13: 


I-15). 
Fri.—Protection for friends (John 18: 


1-9). P 
Sat.—A promise to friends (Luke 22 : 24- 
30). 











Who may claim friendship with Jesus? 

How may we commune with Jesus as a 
friend? z F 

How may we, like Mary, learn of Jesus? 


ET us select three typical instances of 
Jesus’ treatment of friends. 
first, the incident of the rich young ruler 
coming to him. He wanted to be a friend 
to Jesus. So Jesus put him to the test. 
The test was to determine whether the 
man really wanted to follow our Lord. 
He was told to go and dispose of all his 
goods. He loved his possessions, but if 
he was to be a disciple of the Christ he 
must love him more, Which did he see 
the biggest, possessions or Jesus? He 
saw his Possessions, and went away sor- 
rowful. Had he seen Jesus biggest, he 
would have been glad. But he was not 
willing to pay the price. Jesus asks the 
same price now. We must be willing to 
give up everything in the world for him if 
he asks it, we must put him first. We 
cannot have him as “one of our friends,” 
he must be the supreme Friend, to whom 
all obedience and loyalty are given. 
we 

Martha was preparing an_ elaborate 
meal. Mary was sitting at the feet of 
Christ. One, while with a well-meaning 
and doubtless zealous heart, was flying 
about doing things; the other was quietly 
learning of the Lord. Jesus likes that 
kind of friendship best, the kind that 
values the moments with him more than 
a display of efforts which, after all, may 
not be the kind that amount to much. 
He wants us to be learners. When we 
have sat at his feet and absorbed his 
beauty, then, and only then, can we really 
tell it to others. 


yy 

Peter had fallen, and had fallen when 
he boasted the most. He had denied his 
Lord, and, going out into the night, wept 
bitterly. There is always hope for a man 
who can weep bitterly, for it shows that 
his conscience is accusing him. So Peter, 
poor repentant Peter, was terribly sorry, 
and ashamed to be seen of his Lord. 
But Jesus remembered, and forgave him. 
Just as he forgave Peter, so ought we to 
forgive those who do us _ evil, seeking, 
in that forgiveness, to win both them- 
selves and ourselves to a finer and closer 
fellowship with the living Christ. 

If you want loyal friends you must show 
that you are a loyal friend. Are you? 

Are you a friend of Jesus? If you are, 
are you introducing others to your best 
Friend? 

BerKetey, CAL. 
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If You Could See 








the Hunger in Belgium— 








—If you could see the inadequate tem- 
porary meeting-places for those who are 
Gospel-hungry,—if you could see the 
faces looking up at you from a typical 
Belgian audience for the first time hear- 
ing the Good News— 


—You would unhesitatingly make a real 
sacrifice to help in providing places of 
meeting in crowded towns or cities such 


as Liege, Nieuport, 


Ghent, Dixmude,—" 


yes, and others where the hungry are 
calling for spiritual food. 


Will you visualize the waiting people, and 


help accordingly ? 


And just now, in the 


special building effort the BELGIAN 
GOSPEL MISSION is making? 


MR. and MRS. RALPH C. NORTON 
Directors 





MR. C. G. TRUMBULL, Treas. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Books by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas 


Methods of Bible Study. 
guide for beginners. 75 cents. 

The Book of Genesis. A devotional com- 
mentary. Three volumes, each, $1.50. 

The Epistle to the Romans. A devo- 
tional commentary. Three volumes, 
each, $1.50. 

“Let Us Go On.” The secret of Chris- 
tian progress in the Epistle to the He- 
brews. $1.50. 

The Apostle John. 
and writings. $1.75. 

The Holy Spirit of God. The.L. P. 
Stone Foundation Lectures at Prince- 
ton. $2. 

Evolution and the Supernatural. Show- 
ing the effects of the acceptance of the 
theory-of Evolution on Christian faith 


A practical 


Studies in his life 


and life. 25 cents. 
The Christian Life and how to live it! 
75 cents. 


Life Abiding and Abounding. Bible 
studies in prayer and meditation. 60 
cents. 


The Acts of the Apostles. Studies in 
primitive Christianity. 75 cents. 

Christ Pre-eminent. Studies in the Epis- 
tle to the Colossians. $1. 

Grace‘and Power. Some aspects of the 
spiritual life. $1.25. 

Christianity Is Christ. A summary of 
the evidence of Christianity in regard 
to the person and work of our Lord. $1. 

The Prayers of St. Paul. Devotional 
and exegetical. 90 cents. 

Here AmI. Mending Their Nets. The 
Power of Peace. Devotional Booklets. 
Each 25 cents. 

Some Tests of O. T. Criticism. 10 cents. 
Any of the above may be ordered from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Men Who Prayed 


By Henry W. Frost 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission. 
Studies of the influence and power of 
prayer in the lives of God's ancient ser- 
vants, showing principles and values 
for us in the present. 
$ 1.50, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Che ‘Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, June 21, 1924 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba,‘ and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
er year. One copy, five years, 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
s0 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co.. Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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for 


Wi one Baokle 


It tells how you may secure an 
income that cannot shrink; how 
you may execute your own will; 
how you may create a trust fund; 
how you may give generously 
without hardship. 

It describes the annuity bond, a safe, 
convenient, and : 
productive in- 
vestment which 
promotes a fun- 
damental Chris- 
tian enterprise. 
Endorsed by all 


denominations. 
Write for Booklet 


umber ] 
AMERICAN 
BIBLE 
SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Pl. 
New York 
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Stony Brook 


A Preparatory School for Boys 
that is Distinctively Christian 
College trained faculty doing thorough and in- 
tensive work in small classes. Member of the 
University of the State of New York, and of the 
Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools 
of the Middle States and Maryland. 
rge campus, modern dormitories, new gym- 
nasium, $100,000 administration building (under 
construction), Outdoor and indoor sports under 
expert supervision, 
A school of evangelical atmosphere, Christian faculty, 
Christian students. Study of the Bible required. 
Only 40 new students to be admitted for 1924- 
25. For catalog address the Principal. 
JOHN F. CARSON, D.D., LL. D., President 
FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, A.M., Principal 
Box K. Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


Gordon 


A Graduate School of Theology of| 
nie scholastic standardsand evan- 
ical loyalty. Degree of B.D. 

‘heolo: ical, Missionary, Religious- 
educational College course of 4 
yeere. gollege standards, broad curriculum. Degree 
0} fe 


NATHAN R. WOOD, President 
College of Theology and Missions, Boston, 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR #2: | ONLY 

is a monthly lesson magazine that $1.00 
makes tenching casey. = = _ — 
necessary for teaching ea Lessons 
the cost of a pettage tanh for 52 








Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 








PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$2.00 Down and $2.00 fc", 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
** We sell all Bibles. Write us for catalogue of 


Bible you wish.” ; 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
t, Chicago, Ill. 


427 S. Dearborn Stree’ 


[Let Cuticura Soap| 
Keep Your Skin 
Fresh and Youthful 


Sample ‘Soap, Ointment, Tal . 
Caticura Ee ee Dept. J, ‘Malden, Mass. 
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For Family Worship 


By the ‘Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Day of Prayer 


E WOULD that Friday, July 4, 

might be a day of prayer, even fast- 
ing’ and prayer, on the part of many 
thousands throughout America, We have 
our national feast days; ought we not 
also to have our national fast days? 
Would there not be far less of domestic 
unhappiness, of industrial turmoil, and of 
ecclesiastical and political corruption in 
the nation if as a people we would pray 
more? Would not increased prayer 
deepen our sense of responsibility to God, 
our senseof patriotism to the nation, our 
sense of duty to the whole human race? 
Particularly so, when our prayers are 
linked up with and based specifically upon 
the Word of God, as indicated in the 
“Prayer Suggestions” below. Shall we 
not, as a Sunday School Times family, 
plan to observe a part, or all, of Friday 
in intercession; praying “one for another,” 
for our homes, our, as yet, unsaved ones, 
our paper, and our nation? Use the 
week’s “Suggestions,” all'on that day if 
you wish, and add thereto as the Lord 
may lead. Let it be a day never to be 
forgotten! 


June 30 to July 6 

Mon.—Luke 2: 7-14. The Birth of Jesus. 

Luke was one of the two Gospel writers 
who described with great particularity 
the virgin birth of Christ. He was also 
Paul’s intimate companion. Therefore 
Paul must have known and given full 
credence to this, then current, belief, else 


would he not have rebuked so grave anj 


error? Would not his silence have been 
complicity ? 

PrayYER SuGcESTIONS: Read 1 Timothy 
2:1-4, complying with the exhortation to 
pray “for all men; for kings, and all that 
are in authority.” Pray for all nations 
and rulers, for all local and national gov- 
ernments, for all officers of the law, espe- 
cially for those of your own state or 
territory or province. 

Tues.—Luke 2 : 15-20, 
The Shepherds See the Child. 

The shepherds were able to bear a tes- 
timony (v. 17) which had been doubly 
substantiated: they had heard with their 
ears (vs. 10 to 14); they had seen with 
their eyes (15 to 17). God intends that 
our testimony shall have the same two- 
fold reasonable basis. 
17 and Matthew 5:8. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
I3:1-q, and pray for the “rulers” of our 
nation; for the President and his Cabi- 
net; for both houses of Congress; for 
our national judiciary; for all elective and 
appointive servants of the nation; for all 
recent or coming political conventions, 
Wed.—Luke 2 : 22-32. Jesus Dedicated to God. 

If Jesus needed to be, as it were, “dedi- 
cated” to God, how much more does 
your child! There is nothing unscriptural 
in the dedication of an infant by godly 
parents. On the contrary, it is a solemn 
and glorious duty, in recognition of par- 
ental gratitude and responsibility. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
13:5-7, and pray for all local and state 
magistrates; all legislatures; all who have 


official responsibility of any kind. Pray | 


that civic righteousness and wisdom and 
justice may prevail. Pray that. the people 


telligently and in the fear of God. 
Thurs.—Genesis 33 : 1-5. 
Children are God’s Gift. 

“Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord,” wrote the Psalmist; but not so 
when they are born of lust or uncon- 
trolled base desire. It is a heinous thing 
so to pervert the Word of God as to 
make it a “cloke” to cover one’s gratifi- 
cation of evil passions. Licentiousness is 
licentiousness whether in or out of wed- 
lock 

Prayer Succestions: Read r Samuel 
2:I-5, and pray against all greed and 


See Romans 10: 


Read Romans | 


Read Romans 


grab and graft in connection with public 
office. Pray that bribery and corruption 
be brought to light and put utterly away. 
Pray with shame and humiliation and 
confession for the lecal and national evils 
which infest. and disgrace America. 
Fri.—Psalm 8 Children Glorify God. 


“In their spontaneous admiration of 
God’s works,” as well as in their confid- 
ing, teachable nature, children often “put 
to shame men who cavil and rail against 
God.” Let Christ’s words ring again and 
again in our ears: “Except ye... 
come as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Read and re- 
read 2 Chronicles 7:14, and pray to-day 
in common with thousands of others 
throughout America for a mighty revival 
which shall sweep ere long over the en- 
tire land; a@ work of God which shall 
change social and industrial and political 
and moral conditions everywhere. 
Sat.—John 1:1-8 Jesus Reveals God. 


The Gospel of John is peculiarly “a 
revelatica of God in terms of human life.” 
Christ was not ‘only “the Word,” the ex- 
pression, the revelation, of Deity, but 
verse 1 declares that he was Deity him- 
self. “The Word was God.” 'To worship 
him, or to worship in his name, would 
be blasphemy were he only man. 


PRAYER SueéGESTIONS: Read r Peter 2: 
13-18, and pray for every employer and 
emplove, every parent and child, every 
teacher and pupil, every home and school 
and church, every editor and reader, every 
moulder of public opinion. Pray that 
so-called Christian nations may become, 
in very truth, God-fearing nations. 
Sun.—Isaiah 11:1-5. The Righteous Child. 

Do not even the. best of men “judge 
after the sight of the eyes,” or “reprove 
| after the hearing of the ears”? It is 
| God alone who “looketh not on the out- 
' ward appearance.” Of what man, how- 
ever good, could verses 4 and 5 be said? 
Of none except the incarnate, in-grafted 

ranch. , 

PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: Read Romans f: 

16 and Revelation 11:15, and pray for 





i 


' 


(Lesson for July 6) June 21, 1924 


Jews, Gentiles and Church of God every- 
where, and for the soon coming of Christ's 
millennial kingdom. Pray with supplica- 
tion, with confession, with thanksgiving; 
in faith, in hope, in love; in the name of 
Christ, in the power of the Spirit, and 
for the glory of God. “HE Is FAITHFUL 
THAT PROMISED.” 


Sta ataved | 
b  phbepant igenip 


tame 

W WHE Bible Land and its People,” | 
Rel comprising over 2,000 authentic 
Views of the Holy Land, is now ready 
on Picturol film tor showing in Suaday 
Schools, Young People’s izations, 
and Vacation Bible Schools. These 
strips of film are so light that forty pic- 
tures weigh less than half an ounce. 

New type lantern insures clear, sharp 

rojection. Controlled by a simple push 

utton. Any one can operate. any 

other pictures also available at a cost 

* less than the rental of stereopticon slides 
for one day. 

The expense for a Picturol set is 
NOTHING if you take advantage of our 
special offer. Write for particulars to-day. 

SOCIETY FOR VISUAL EDUCATION, INC. 

327 S. La Salle Street, Chicago ~ 


Get A Picturol Set FREE 
Write for Particulars 
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WANTED ‘Seven Questions in Dispute” 


Ministers, Students, Active Agents— Write for terms. 
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mention The Sunday School yy 












a 


Did you read = 








Do you know 





of the Moody Bible Insti 


Will Stand,” etc., have been u blish 
running into tens of thousands. 


A four months’ subscription to 
the Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
is now being offered for 50 cents, 
beginning with the July issue, which 
contains this remarkable article by 
Dr. Gray. 





will 
Those wishing the July issue only on ‘ 
may simply send 20 cents in silver or 


2c stamps with full name and address. 
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Springfield, Massachusetts? 


the comments by well known writers as to 
Have Mb read the great issue at the General Assembly 


of the Presbyterian Church at Grand Rapids, Michigan? 


that the Fundamentalist Conference 
Minneapolis.will mean more to the Church 
than now appears on the surface ? 


Dr. JAMES M. GRAY 


will discuss this momentous subject in the July number 


“MODERNISM A FOE 
TO GOOD GOVERNMENT” 


(f you have read what the others have said—now read what Dr. Gray says) 
Dr. Gray’s previous articles in Meods 
i Deadline of Doctrine Around the Church” 


themselves — learn to vote more in- Every lover of the truth will appreciate Dr. 
Gray’s present contribution to this great controversy. 


Mail the coupon promptly to 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 Institute 
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— 


thodists’ Quadrennial Conference at 


at 


tute Monthly under the title 


Bible Institute Monthly on “The 
-and “ Why We Believe the Bible 
ed in pamphlet form in several editions, 








F. H. REVELL CO., Publishers, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Place, hicago, 


Moody Bible Institute Monthly 


150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


GENTLEMEN : 1 enclose so cents, for which I am to receive 
the Moody Bible Institute Monthly for four months. This 
i Gray’s article 


number, containing Dr. 


include the Jul < 
oe to Good Government. 
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